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Th E. Letters and Dispatches, of which the following are copies, Have 
been recently intercepted,. on their passage from Egypt to France, by the 
British Squadron in the Mediterranean; and have since been printed here 
by the authority of Gavergment. |, . _. Lo Nh 6 
They are reprinted in their present shape, by the editors of two former 


collections on the same subject, for the more general information of the 


P ublic. ! 


These letters, and indeed the whole of those from among which they 4 


xe 


are selected, are addressed, either to the late French Government, or to 
different individuals compasing It; and are evidently the first that have 
been sent from the remnant of the French Army in Egypt since the deser- 
mu of General BonararTe, FO! | WSJ 

Among them is a copy of the Instructions which BonararTE addressed 
to KX IBER, at his departure; It was inclosed in KLERBER's official dis- 
patch to the Directory. Undoubtedly KLEBER knew his chief too well, 
to expect that he would tell his own story with fidelity at Paris. 


- THERE ARE NO PRIVATE LETTERS*, The state in which the Army N 
is described to be, will, perhaps, sufficiently account for this circumstance. 


It was not so, while they had yet hope. £3; >> 
Neyer did the. Pyblic iv this Country, hevex;mevh 
receive information more interesting and n FE a as/communicated 
in these papers. Never was there 2 momeh, J 05 V of this Coun- 
try, or of the World, at which such informa dai e been received 
% opportunely... | 8 94 5 
Ide lesson, which is to be derived from these papers, affords a full 
| confirmation of the observations which were offered to the Public, in 
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£22004 
id the World, 


; former periods of - the Egyptian Expedition; though accompanied, in many + 


8 with different sensations. "ALE": 3 
Army of Egypt, in the outset of its.enterprize, or in the full course 


of ite sanguinary and impious career ;——the Army of Egypt, while it was 


yet flushed with recent èarnsge, 'and*intoxicated with the hopes of conti- 


nued success; —the Army of Egypt, while its collective character and 


; conduRt were identified with the character and conduct of its commander ; 


mm 
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y this is meant, ne, letters from individuals in the army to private persons 
in France. The letter of General Doc to the Director Barras is, technically 
Speaking, a private letter; as it is not written by Dugua, nor addressed to Barras, 


in an official capacitf; but it is written . wholly upon public whjeRts to à public 


man; and is indeed one of the most important documents of the whole collec - 
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(Wn) ; oj 
—while-confident.,io 4is fortunes, and fierce in bis name; while party tg: bis 
cruelties, bs blasphemies, and bu. frauds it was surely,” impossibie 40 
look, at the. Army of Egypt, in these situations, without ablorrencez, af 
to speak of it in any other language than that of iudig nation. 
The publication of the former collections of letters from Egypt Was, 
therefore, naturally and justly calculated to hold up to general detgstation 
the whole scope and aim, the whole principle and conduct, of the Egyptian 

xpedition *. Wop s . | * chi „Kin 
- Every observation that was added to those publications Was dir ed, 
Justly and necessarily directed, to awaken and keep alive the attention f 
the World to the gradual but certain progress of. that. dxyoted Azmy, from 
infamy to ruin ;—to their progress from the triumphant am icipation of 
the miseries which they were so gayly preparing foi, others, io the fayl 
comummation of them upon their own heads = ihein progres from the 
hour in which they deluged the streets of, Alexandria with the blood. gf 
its untesisting inhabitants, in order to strike terrot , into thair,oppe* 
nents, to that in which they should be rotting under its walls, ag - 
ple to strike terror” into those who justify and applaud them rn 
the moment when they were shouting ia the train of BoHAr AAA a6 4116 
leader who was to conduct them to riches, to ws and. to ſame 3 
that, when gazing after his departing sail, from the shore o which; he 
bad left them to perish, they should pursue him with execratigns s 4 
fugitive and a traitor :. eee e 
If such was the course of er, to which public attention, was 
excited, perhaps it may now appear, that public attention was pot exeited 
in vain oo those Tho, at 2 A es most loud in blaming the 
rashness or exaggeration of these predictions, must now be strue! 
confounded by the fullness and 2 of their accomplighment.. . ., .... > 
Witch those who at the time believed the prophecy; and did not disguise 
that they wished it to be fulfilled ; with those (in other words) whope 
feeclings were warm, and whose wishes were confident. for the in ts 
bf their own Country, of her most valuable dr pendencies, and gf her 
Allies; this result must produce very different sensations: yet. upt gven in 
their minds those of unmixed triumph and exultation. \ py es. ith. the 
circumstances of the Army itself, the sentiments which It:excited ay in 
some degree changed. + e 
Proud and powerful, with Box ATA NT at its head, and advanaog, under 
his guidance, to the perpetration of the most atrocious erimes, the Army 
has hitherto been necessarily involved with its Commandet in ons gomman 
sentiment of aversion and horror. Hitherto it has been impogaible to dis- 
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| + If ever these sentiments and this language admitted ef rvariation- it Was only 
when abhorrence was mingled with ridicule, and che rone of indignatiöm s0ftensd 
into contempr, at the contemplation of those ufiwifimng- martyrs to a cafiovity not 
their own,—the unhappy but unregretted Savant. It was indeed x relief to rurn 
for a momem from the disgusting repetition of crime nd barbarities which dis- 
grated the military character of the Expedition, to the buasts or wailings af kid- 
uspped philosophy, and the rapts and blunders of vagabond birH. 
T Intercepted Correspondence, part I. page 132. e 

4 Intercepted Correspondence, part I. Introduction, p. XViſ. 
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2 r between those who planned, and those who executed, the bloody 
Work of desolation. Together, they constituted one great engine for the 
Tavage and destruction of an unoffending Country ;—tegether, they formed 
one great object for the fear and the hatred of mankinßd. 
But the hour of discrimination is how come. The object of our con- 
templation now divides itself, into the Guilt which has fled from punish- 
ment, and the Misery which it has basely left behind to expiate its enor- 
mites. n ; | | ; 2510 
be Army of Egypt, deserted by its Commander, resolves itself into a 
multitude of betrayed and devoted outcasts :—in the contermplation and 
'-commiseration of whose individual sufferings, our remembrance of the 
cries of which they have been the instruments is lost in our indignation 
at ibe treachery of which they are the victims. | W ans 
II is not, therefore, for the purpose of triumphing over fallen wicked- 
* "nean;—4t is not for the purpose of pointing out the weighty and dreadful 
"retribution, under which the perpetrators of such unheard-of injustice and 
"Ernelty are now suffering calamitjes, proportioned to those which they in- 
'Bided—(though that triumph were natural and justifiable; though the 
lesson resulting from that retribution be awful and salutary) : but it is to 
"objects of more immediate concern, and more practical utility, that the 
attention of the Publie is now called. een FE 
R N and the effect of this Publication is, to paint from facts 
which t be controverted,—from confessions of bis own, which cannot 
be mistaken or disguised, the personal character of a Man; with whose 
enonal conduct (by a singular dispensation of Providence) is for a time 
volved the destiny, not, as ahbe rung of an Army, but of a great and 
| ee Nation: to whose personal dispositions, —but for the wisdom, the 
Firmness, and the magnanimity of the Government of this Country, might, 
at the present moment, have been subjected the destiny of England; and 
"therewith that of Europe, and of the World. as n 
Let Englisbmen here learn from himte F what reliance is to be placed on 
"Mis 1 let them recollect that rkIS is THE MAN who has 
vetentſy required of their Soverntcw to trust implicitly to bis individual 
gincerity, and to repose unlimited confidence in his individual professions : 
et them bere look for the traces of his justice, his lenity and for- 
bearance, in the grounds of his claims upon Egypt, and in his treatment 
"of its inhabitants: and then let them recollect, that THis 18 THE MAN 
"Who claims credit to bimself, and to himself almost exclusively, for his 
ie obseryance of the rights of nations, and for his regard for the “ hap- 
pihess of families“ !'—Let them here read the avowal of his Egyptian 
? ors, that it is the settled maxim of his political school, that ze- 
en ootiations Bund be opened with England, PURELY ro GAIN rin; and con- 
„ coracts made, WITH A VIEW OF RESUMING THEM AT THE FIRST ra- 
©, YOURABLE OPPORTUNITY +:;"—and then let them recollect that, on the 
iesue of tuch a negotiation, THis Man would fain have persuaded them to 
- "comtnit the interests and honour of their Country * 
Fortunately, the Government of this Country has been aQuated by 
Wiser and "firmer councils: and the spirit and good sense of a brave and 
* Sec Bonapartes Letter to the Rig MG? one þ x 5 4g 3 th 
. See Poussielgue s Letter in the following Collection. No, XIII. 
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its power is enthroned. | | 29 
They believe that Peace made, at this moment, with Bonaranrs, would 


of France itself, by such irrefragable proofs, as these papers contain,” d 


- generous People will nat disavow them. They have wisely reſused to pled 
all their hopes of lasting and honourable Peace, upon r. of One 


whose course has been fraud, upon the! Þ:imanity of One; Wwhose busines 
has been blood,—upon the 5tcadiness and contitteney of One, Whose elemen 


s revolution they have not hastily consented to hazard so sacred a 


upon such insufficient and uninviting security ;—they have not thought f 


- but have at least determined to wait until that example and that inferenc 
shall be contradicted by EXPERIENCE AND THE EVIDENCE OH FACTS “.“ 
Those, indeed, who raise at all times and under all circumstances, 


demonstration, that treaty at this motnent must have been insecure TU 
Who, if they wish for Peace, wish for it, - not because it would bring witz 


security and independence; but because it would afford rest and breathing 


reasonable, in a matter gf such fearful moment, to believe at once agam 
all past example, and do ꝓresume at once again all probable inference 


senseless and indiscriminate clamour for peace, not because they love 
peace, but because they delight in clamour,—are not to be silenced by Ul 
it the honourable and certain termination of their Country's struggles fe 


time to the principles of the French Revolution, exbausted (as some mi 
think) in their means of present mischief; who trust that an interval d 


repose would give to hose principles the freshness and vigour which, th 


have now lost; aad, by procuring oblivion of their past enormities, woult 


enable them to renew. their operations, and to re-asxemble” their *>Midtet 


a 


be proposed Peace. They know that he has pledged himsclf to the Na 


* ambition :—and they tremble for the shock which such a . conviction nx 


Jor his authority at home, Po 9 I 
No wonder, therefore, that an outcry should be raised by thoge w. 


Worship BonayagTE, as the Representative. of the Revolution, again 


and scattered partizans;—no wonder, if perions of this persuhsion shout 


resent the just exposure of that Man's principles and conduct wit 
whose fortune the fate of the Revolution is associated, and in Whose perso 
| Ar ̃˙ —ę——IE ARES 
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tend to confirm and consolidate his yet unsettled authority.;—11 that view 


tion, over whom he has usurped dominion, to procure Peace for tibet 
without delay: in the hope of persuading them, —perbaps baving in vail 
presutnption persuaded himself, —that his ascendant was as uncontroul 
ble, and his genius As imposing, throughout Europe, as he bas found it fa 
a time in Egypt, and (since he fled from Egypt) in France. 
They know: that a refusal to treat, at his fret bidding, will of itself hay 
taught France to appreciate wore justly the estimation in which his cha 
racter is held. They know that this refusal will be justified, in. the e 


the habitual jnsincerity of his. professions, of his selfigh and unprinciple 


give, not only to all reliance on his consideration abroad; but to all 


worshipped/the Revolution, in all its snccesgive stages, and who ne 


the detection and disgrace which they understand to be impendi 
over. him. No wonder, that they should resort to every argument, en 


doo arguments the most inconsistent with cach other, to create. #-prejudic 
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® See His Majesty's Declaration, in answer to Bonaparte's Letter. 
liz 45 | . ; e 4 . 
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wo the publication of these Leiters, or to diseredit their authenti- 
* 


|... They began with the latter of these attempts; but they presenlly felt 
that it was hopeless. The Letters speak too plainly for themselves; even 
i all doubts upon this subject had not been removed by their publication, 
in the first instance, by the authority of Government. 1 "Jt 
| Next, however, nothing daunted by its dire& contradiction with their 
original supposition, they resort to the argumegt, that, , genuine, they ougbt 
nat 10 bave been published &. 72 in 3 5 | 
The publication of them, say these elear-headed reasoners, is A bredcb 
of confidence.” —The idea is logically conceived; and the words are fanci- 
fully chosen“ Confidence” then, it seems, implies not something entrusted 
by Friend but something wrested from an Enemy! it relates, not to 
what has been communicated voluntarily, under the express or implied 
Promise of secrecy; but to what bas been rightfully seized, by open 
farce, in spite of resistance from the appreheusion of disclosure. 3 
Or perhaps in some chapter of those new Ethicks, which prescribe the 
duties that the rest of mankind owe to France, it may be laid down as a 
principle, that the interception of the correspondence of an enemy (wha, 
chat mem bappens to be FRANCE). — instead of e ee interceptors the 
night and advantage of using the information which they thus obtaig, 
ought to excite in their minds the tenderest feelings of sympathy, and to 
impose on them the most delicate duties of friendship! . . 
These doctrines the jutigprudents of Jacobinism may discuss and settle 
their leisure. e l 1 
In the mean time, perhaps, they may be forced to acknowledge that It 
$, after all, France herself who will derive the chief benefit from this 
AI to the people of England it be indeed of no smalt importance to be 
Koformed of the real nature and extent of the machinations of their ene- 
jes 3 to see Jaid open before them the dangers which they have excaped, 
tbe deceptions against which they have been guarded : Is it not of 
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It is not at all wonderful, that Gentlemen of a Jacobin way of thinking 
mould have such an unconquerable aversion to the publication of INTERCEPTED 
LETTERS, They must yet remember, with horror, the confusion which was 
Becasioned by the publication of Mr. SToNE's Letter to Dr. PRIEksTTE (“ pa- 
jot, and saint, and sage), which was intercepted by one of our Cruizers, in a 
went bound from France to America, and which developed (as the friends of both , 
Parties may recotlect) some of the most confidential principles of that branch of 
he new school, so happily established in this Country. But even this act of unparal- 
leled “ breach of confidence is little, to what they must be prepared to expect 
and by. They will hear, with dismay, that at SERINGAPATAM; taken by 
m, the Palace of Tippoo Sultaun was inhumanly violated, its most private 
ecesses fraudulently explored, and his most intimate and confidential drawers and 
geen - holes disingenuously ransaeked; and that the whole of the Secret Papers, 
ound there and intended for his own most private and particular eye, containing 
$ ConrEgESPONDENCE with FRANCE, and with the socicties. of Frenchmen, 
tabliched on the true Jacobih model, in India, and his Prans and Exncaert- 
urs for the SUBVERSION or THE BRITISH, Power in that Quarter of the - 
orfd,”is intended for immediate publication: an instance of perhdy and © greach 

pf confidence” that throws the presem quite into the hade. 89 


* 
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ati greater moment to the people of France, that they should know th 
extent of the delusiod which has been practised 'upon-tbem, and the tray 
character of the man by whom they have been so deceived ?- Have act 
the people of France a $till deeper interest in the disclosure of the true 
state of that favourite Army; which they are even now taught to bes 
neve in so prosperous a condition, as to want no comfort of liſe, but ant 
Opera *, and to need no reinforcement, but of Prostitutes ???“6Rũ 11208 
When, from the perusal of. these letters, the people of that country 
shall de enabled to judge what has really been the fate, and what are new 
the hopes of so many thousands of their countrymen; and to e 

with what they now learn, the representations with which they have his 
therto been amused; it may perhaps occur to them to ask whether the 
hands from which they have received so faithful an account of their Army, 
be those into which they can most safely entrust the administration of their 


ee 15 5 | ef.» . 
e they see with what unfeigned reluctance the General tears bim- 
self from his faithful and affectionate followers ; how considerately he spares 
them the pain of exchanging adieus ; with how much caution and fore- 
sight he calculates the probable scale and progress of destruction to chat 
whom he quits wirb o much regret, and © in the midi of whom be gti remains 
in beart and spirit, (though forced, for certain reasons, to be corporeally ab» 
sent “ for a moment} ) tow tenderly he recommends the negociation for 
their safety to be begun, without loss of time, so soon as © fifteen bundrad 
thall have || died fairly by the plague (© over and above,” says this sturdy arith- 
metician, those who perisb in the field -”)—xeeing this, they may per 
haps pause to consider, whether he who shews such anxious care for these 
_ whom he ackpowledges as bis children 5, is likely to extend the same 
ternal solicitude towards those whom he claims for his subjects. r 

The people of France will not fail to recolle&, that the Expedition d 
Egypt was exclusively the project of BoxnaranTte HI. Be 2 
bey may, perhaps, therefore reasonably infer, from his conduct with 10. 
gard to that Expedition, what is to be expected from bis attachment tothe 
KNevolution, many parts of which are also peculiarly his W . 
* See-Bonaparte's Letter in the following Collection, p. 11. ae 
1 One of 2 first acts of Bow Ar ART 255 provisional n (as related 
in the Paris Papers) was a ft press at the Palais Royal for a number of ladies of 
this description. Three hundred hands (able or ordinary) were thus dz 
aud put up, as was then understood, to be di by the first conyoy to Egyat. 
This account of their destination has indeed tince been contradicted in same gf 
the Prench Papers; but whether by those in the confidence of the Ani SY 
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is still matter of mystery. * | r , 4:28 
| 2"See-Bonapyite's Addres to his Soldiers, p. 9. e . 
See Donaparts's Letter, p. 12. 23 das 2404p; 


e _ : Jubirable Talk 83 * 
8e Kewöbell, e Lepaur, so the indubi aileyrand, has ajeured hen; 
Retwheil, ia his defence before the Council of Anciems 3 Lchaum in n boa! 2 
_lisheE at che same time; and Jaileyrend, in the vindication. of ma, whieh 
arod in The French Ne They all. cancu in Sabah 2 * 
xpedition to Bonaparte. On either of these testimonjes, singly, it might perha 
not be fair to fasten such a charge upon him: but, if it be false, fortunately for N 


* 


character, he has Tallerand at hand, and can presently foree him to retrałt it. 
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Of the Expedition he has assumed to himself all the merit of the plan, 
and monopolized all the glory of its execution; so far as the Plan hag been 
successful 3 $0 far as the execution has been splendid: and in pursuit of 
these praises to himself, be has led his Army into unprofitable dangers, and 
finally left them to a ruin which he has refused to share. Of the Revolu- 
tion, he helped to establish with his“ cannon that form, which he has now 
4 overturned with his bayonets. And when the time of trial to this new 
fabric shall arrive ;—it may strike the people of France, perhaps, that he 
who abandoned an Expedition of his own planning, as soon as its Catas- 
trophe appeared unavoidable, might again give the last blow to a Consti- 
| tution of his own erecting, whenever he should see reason to apprehend 
that he might otherwise be crushed himself in its fall. | 
They may recollect, perhaps, that the followers of BonaPaRTE have not 
as yet been admitted, in the crisis of danger and distress, into a fair parti- 
cipation of his boasted fortune; and that the great effort of his prudence, 
and the best resource of his genius, has hitherto consisted in $@erificing ' 
4 THEM, to extricate HIMSELF, , 
And when, at length, these things shall force themselves, as they must, 
upon the observation of those who are now awed by his power, or dazzled 


G 


by his name; and when they see that these things are known and felt 
throughout Europe ; may they not think it matter of serious doubt, whe- 
ther that name and that power be indeed (as they have been taught to 
believe) destined to consolidate the fortunes of France; — to heal the 
wounds, and calm the agitations, of her long series of Revolutions; to 
efface the memory of her multiplied crimes and sufferings ; to re-establish 
her station among the Nations of the Earth; and to restore to her, on 
again, tranquillity at bome, and peace abroad ? | 

May they not reasonably doubt whether the qualities of BoxarakTe, 
Such as they are here recorded, and the Governement of which 7zbey consti- 
tute the sole recommendation and security, are fitted to so high and ar- 
duous a duty? Bens A 

And tben, —ye implicit and unwearied admirers of every possible French 
constitution,—say, does this last work of © human ewwidom and integrity” 
promise to be immortal ? 
N think you, ye Jacobins of Europe, will not your Idol totter on his 

tone? | 


* 5, a. -”. 
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On the 13th Vendemiaire (Oct. 1795), at the period of the last revolution but 
4%, no: but three : when Bonaparte, under the direction of Barras, commanded 
the artillery at Paris, and mowed down whole groupes of the people of the Sec- 
tions. Bonaparte is said to have been the only military man who could be found to 
undertake this work of slaughter. It was the origin of his promotion; the first 
foundation of his greatness. Undoubtedly, the recollection of it must render him 
dear to the People of Paris. The friends and relatives of those who fell in the 
Massacre of that day, must feel their remembrance of those victims pleasingly ex- 
"cited, as often as they are called upon to troop after the heels of the Nasr 
Const to the Opera, or the Institute; —and to admire, in a morning, his blue 

4 / caart, and white pantaloons; and, in the evening, the white coat, with the blue 
nes: Magniticence cheaply purchased by the blood ef mon bon peuple de Paris,” 
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contents to be able to give you a verbal account of them, if it should be 


Copies of Original Letters, etc. 
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: N O. I. ; 
Liberty. Equality. 
* Head Quarters, Cairo, Oclober 9, 1799. 


Kleber, Commander in Chief, to the Executive Directory. 


Tu E Citizen Barras* being particularly known to me by his fidelity, 
bis extreme attachment to the Government, his love for the Republic, and 
for truth; I thought, Citizens Directors, that I could riot fix on a more 
proper person to send home with my first dispatches to you, out of cipher. 
J bave ordered him to throw them overboard +, in the event of his being 
closely pursued& by the enemy; and he is sufficiently acquainted with their 


necessary. I entreat you to place the same confidence in him which I 
have been induced to do, from observing the uprightness of his conduct 


since he has been in this country, 
| Health and respect, 


; | | (Signed) KLEBER. 


No. II. | 
Head Quarters, Alexandria, August 23, 17 
Bonaparte, Commander in Chief, to the Anur. PE 
IN consequence of the news from Europe, I have determined to returt 


immediately to France. I leave the command of the army to Gener 


Kleber : they shall hear from me speedily :—this is all I can say to them 
at present. It grieves me to the beart to part from the brave men to wham 
J am so tenderly attached; but it will be only for an instant; and the 


* 


Cousin to the ci-devant Director of that name. 8 0 
+ This was done, but some of the El Vincejo's men instantly jumped into the 
boat, and saved them. As a slight specimen of the advantages which the French 
have derived from this famous Expedition, it should be mentioned that the advic 
boat which carried these letters had 105 poor wretches stone blind on board her 


from the Army of Egypt. * 


cw) 


| General T leave at their head is in full possession of the confidence of the 
| Government and of mine *. 


= Ms (Signed) BoxarARTE. 
By order of the Commander in Chief, and of the General of Division, 
Chief of the Staff, (Signed) ALEX. BERTHIER, 
A true copy, (Signed) Soxxer, Adjutant-General. 
A true copy, (Signed) LR Roy. 


| Note, This address to the army was not delivered by Bonaparte, It was 
enclosed in the letter to Kleber, to be read to them aftcr be was gone / 


No. III. 
Alexandria, August 22, 1799. 


Bonaparte, Commander in Chief, to General Kleber, 


| ANNEX ED to this, Citizen General, you will find an order for you 
to take the command of the army. My constant apprehensions lest the Eng- 
lish fleet should again appear on the coast, compel me to hasten my voyage 
by two or three days. 


| I take with me Generals Berthier, Lannes, Murat, Andreossi, and Mar- 
mont; Citizen Monge, and Citizen Bertholet. 

; Enclosed you will find the English and Francfort papers + up to the 10th 
of June. You will see by them, that we have lost Italy ! that Mantua, 
Turin, and Tortona, are in a state of blockade. I have some grounds to 
latter myself that the first of these places will hold out to the end of No- 
vumber t; and I trust, if fortune smiles upon me, to be in Europe before 
the beginning of October. Er. 400 | 


* The veracity of this renowned General is now no longer problematical; i 
can astonish no one, therefore, to hear him say that Kleber is © in full possessjon 
of his confidence ;” though it appears from Kleber's own letters, that he possessed 

not a particle of it; nor knew of his intentions of running away till two days 
after his flight e 
q + It would seem from this (and indeed the whole tenour of this correspondence 
proves it) that the Directory gave themselves as little trouble about Bonaparte, as 
| if he had not obliged them by sacrificing his gallany army to their common views. 

t for chese apers (which were most probably given to him by some unsuspecting 
FBntish tar, who had better have kept them himself), he would have been ignorant 
of what was doing in Europe. He refers Kleber to no information from the Di- 
rectory; HE MENTIONS NO ORDERS FOR HIS RECALL—which would have 
deen à sufficient plea, and which he would not have failed to urge, if he had te- 
ceived any but — the whole upon the accidental acquisition of a few news- 
. Even in his farewell address to the army, he ove no other reason for 
© Tits return but the ew ; though such a-circumstance must have been to them a 
Most cruel insult; as their presence in Europe must have been full as necessary as 
is- nm. | : | 

t Bonaparte may be pardoned for this conjecture, formed from an estimate of 
the time which it took him to reduce it, in his boasted campaigns. - Mantua was 
invested by him for the first time on the 4th of June 1796 ; it did not Surrender 
till the 2d of February in the following year, a space of eight months; nor then 
to the fire of the besjegers, but to that Which no courage, nor obstinacv, can con- 
dend -an absolute want of food! Compare this with the recovery of che same 
town, in the present campaign. It fell, with a garrison ef thirteen thousand men; 
ter a close and vigorous siege of only eleven days! Indeed, if the Austro- 


1 
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| (7.12: ) 

| You will also find enclosed, a cipher for your -corfesponidetice with the 
4 Government; and another, for your communications with me. i 

| I entreat you to dispatch Gimot some time in the month of QQtober *, 
together with the baggage which I have left at Cairo, and my domesties. 
I should, however, have no particular objection to your taking as many of 
them as may suit you into your own service. 5 e « 

It is the present intention of Government, that General Desaix + should 
set out for Europe in November next, unless something of conseguence 
should arise here to detain him. 8 i | 

The Couuisstox or THE ARTS shall return to France on board a flag 
of truce, which you will demand for this purpose, conformably to the lats 
cartel, some time in the month of November, immediately after they have 
completed the object of their mission. They are at present engaged in 
putting a finishing hand to it, by an examination of Upper Egypt. Nexer- 
theless, if you think that any of them will be of service to you, you may! 
put them in requitition without scruple ! ! ! | | 

The Effendi who was made prisoner at Aboukir, is set out for Damietta. 
I have already written to you to send him to Cyprus: he takes with him a 


letter for the Grand Vizier, of which I enclose you a copy |}. 
Corry com a 0 — 
Russian campaign in Italy be compared with those of Bonaparte, the latter dwindle 
into insignificance. With an immense army, powerfully reinforced by the dis- 
4 contented and vicious of all nations, whom he attached to his standard by the lure 
of novelty ang indiscriminate. plunder, Bonaparte over-ran Italy in N let 
it be remembered, however, that all its fortresses (with the exception of Mantua): 
were pusillanimously or insidiously delivered to him, before he had even captured 
the paltry town of Ceva, the first garrison in Piedmont; while the Austro- 
Russians have reconquered the same country in the short space of nine months, 
with the addition of Alexandria, Tortona, &c. and the almost impregnable for- 
tresses of Coni and Turin; the last of which had been treacherously seized by the 
cxecrable Joubert. £ | 
5 This, though pretty generally known, is mentioned here, for the exclusIve be- 
- FF nefit of Ronaparte's Jacobin admirers ; who, reduced to despise, with the rest of 
the world, his legislative talents, pretend to found his claims to empire on his rah 
and unrivalled victories ! : | 
* The General had forgotten that he promised the soidiers (whom he took 


5 

KY leave of with such heart-felt regret) that he would retutn to them forthwith (9. 
== menanement). - 

1 + This is the person who, according to the joint reports of Bonaparte and him - 


* self, has annihilated Mourad Bey, and his handful of Mameloucs, several times 
* over. It will be seen presently, however, that they are still alive and merry; pre- 
* paring to do as much for him in their turn. Desaix was looked upon in France as" 


one of the best officers in the service. | 

2 Would not one imagine this humane 5avant-driver was talking of camels or 
> buffaloes, instead of the men whose immortal labours in Egypt were to astonish the 
7 world, and illustrate France wich a full display of the recondite lore of Hermes 


$ f Trismegistus ? Put them in requisition without scruple ! Unfortunate beings | this 
is the very thing that he had before done to them in France 1 
This povegreph is highly -worthy of the serious consideration of the Jacobins :" 
IL since of all the brilliant qualities of Bonaparte, none (with the exception of his 
4 humanity) has been 80 long and $0 loudly dwelt upon by them, as his vingular love 
* of learning, and learned men! | | 

j| See No, XIV, — | 
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The arrival of the Brest fleet at Toulon, and of the Cadiz fleet at Car- 
thagena, leaves no kind of donbt of the possibility of transmitting to 
Egypt the muskets, sabres, pistols, balls, &c. of which you stand in need, 
and of which I am provided with a very exact enumeration-; together 
with a svfficient number of recruits to supply the losses of our two cam- 
paigns. Government itself, I presume, will, by that conveyance, acquaint 
von with its intentions: as for myself, both in my public and my private 
capacity, I promise to take every measure for enabling you to hear fre- 
| quently from France “. 
It, by a series of the most extraordinary events, none of these attempts 
should succeed, and you should neither receive reinforcements, nor intelli- 
| gence from France by May next; and if this year, in spite of all your 
precautions, the plague should break out in Egypt, and carry off more 
| than teen hundred of the troops f—a considerable loss, in addition to 
that which the events of the war will daily occasion—lT think that you 

ought not then to venture upon another campaign, and that you are suffi- 
ciently justified in concluding a peace with the Ottoman Porte; even 
though the evacuation of Egypt should be the leading article. It will 
merely be necessary for you to postpone the execution of it (if such a 
| thing be possible) till the period of a general peace. 
No one, Citizen General, has better means of judging of the importance 
of Egypt to France, than yourself. The Turkish empire, menaced with 
ruin on every side, is crumbling to pieces at this moment; and the evacua- 
tion of Egypt on our part, would be so much the more unfortunate, as we 


* 


sbould be sure to see, ere long, this fine province fall into the hands of 


some other European powers. 
| The intelligence of the good or ill fortune which may attend the Re- 
public in Europe, will, of course, have its due influence in determining 
| your future measures. 
| If the Porte should reply to the overtares I have made for peace, before 
my letters from France can reach you, it will be, in that case, necessary 
for _ to declare, that you have all the powers with which I was en- 
trusted. 2 - 
Enter then upon the negociation ; adbere strenuously and constantly to the 
assertion which: I baue advanced, that France never fad tbe least idea op 
{| TAKING EGYPT FROM THE GRAND SEIGNIOR | !! EA 


, . — > : * „ * — _ — 


After noticing the various wants of the French army, the reader may be eu- 

; rious to know what Bonaparte has done in either of his capac//ies to relieve them. 

It may be told in three words. He has raked the kennels of Paris for a number 

of prostitutes more pestilential than the plague, to send them; and he has put in 

; requisition a few miserable companies of strolling players, who may probably 

arrive time enough to See the curtain drop for ever on the tragi- comedy of his ex+ 
edition, | 

F The cool calculation of 1500 men, which this “ hope and consolation”” of the 

1 rancorous school of humanity” thinks a reasonable quantity to die of the plague, 

is chiefly noticed here, as furnishing a tolerable criterion for estimating the numbers 

{ that fell in the former season. As an useless sacrifice of $0 many hundred human 


beings, it is scarce worth mention in the history of a man who has spilled more 
blood wantonly than any commander of ancient or modern times, 


* 
- 


Ll 
oy de + 5 
— 


4s, 
& 7 \ 
+ 
d 7 
* 
7 5 — 
1 * 
0 ». % 
EL : 
#3 ©, 
+ 2 
CL ö 
1 _- 
DR. 
Fe 
1 
„ 
\ n 
by 
1 


. 


Require the Ottoman Porte to separate itself from the Coalition, to grant 
us the free commerce of the Black Sea, to set at liberty all the French in con- 
finement, and lastly, to agree to a suspension of hostilities for six months, 
that there may be a sufficient time for the mutual exchange of ratifica- 
tions. | 

Supposing, however, that you should find yourself in such circumstances 
as you conceive make it necessary to conclude a treaty with the Porte; you 
must then make that power understand that you cannot execute your part 
of it, before it be ratified (at home); and that, according to the usual 
practice of all nations, the interval between the signing and ratifying of a 
treaty, is always considered as a suspension of hostilities. 

You are acquainted, Citizen General, with my way of thinking respe&- 
ing the interior policy of Egypt. AR in whatever manner you please, the 
Christians will still be our friends; it will be necessary, however, to pre- 
vent them from growing too insolent, lest the Turks should conceive the 
same fanatic prejudice against us as against them, which would destroy 
every possibility of a reconciliation : this fanaticism must at all events be 
laid asleep, until we have an opportunity of extirpating it entirely, By 
gaining the good opinion of the principal Sheiks at Cairo, we shall secure 
that of all Egypt; and of all the chiefs which its inhabitants may rally 
under, there are none less to be apprehended by us than the Sheik who 
are all timorous, unacquainted with arms, and, like all other priests, know” 
how to inspire the people with fanaticism, without being fanatic them- 
selves. 

With respect to the fortifications, I consider Alexandria and El Arisch 
as the two keys of Egypt. I had once an idea of forming, during the ap- 
proaching winter, several redoubts of palm- tree; two from Sallich to Cas- 
ties, twa from Casties to El Arisch: of these last, one was to be placed on 
the spot where General Menou discovered a spring of tolerable water. 

Brigadier-general Sanson, commander of the corps of engineers, and 
Brigadier- general Sougis, commander of the artillery, will furnish you with 
the necessary details of their respective departments. 

Citizen Poussielgue has had the sole management of the finances; I have 
found him extremely active, and in every respect a person of merit; he 


begins to have some insight into the chaos of the administration of this 


country. It was my intention, if nothing occurred to prevent me, to at- 
tempt this winter a new system of taxation, which would, by degrees, re- 
lieve us from our present dependance on the Copts : before you undertake 
it, however, I advise you to make it the subject of long and deliberate 
meditation; it is safer to begin an operation of this nature a little too late, 
than a little too soon. | | 

Our ships of war will certaialy make their appearance this winter, either 
at Alexandria, Brulos, or Damietta. You must have a battery and a signal- 
tower at Brulos. Endeavour to get together five or six hundred Mameloucs, 
in such a manner that, when the French fleet arrives, you may be able to 
lay your hands upon them at the same instant of time, either at Cairo or 
in the other provinces, and send them off immediately to France x. If you 


ar —_— 


It is impossible to conceive a scheme of blacker or more-diabolical perfidy than 
Bonaparte here plans fox Klebes, Five or zu hundred innocent people, living 


(14, ) 


cannot proeure Mameloucs, such Arab hostages, Cheiks el Beled as may 
then. be in custody, no matter on what account, will answer the end as well. 
These people, landed in France, and detained there for a year or two, will 
contemplate the grandeur of the nation; they will acquire, in some degree, 
our manners and our language, and when they return to Egypt, will prove 


to us so many partisans. | . 
I bave already repeatedly written for a company of comedians ; I will 


take particular care that they shall be sent*. This appears to me an article 


of the utmost consequence, not only, for the army, but for the purpose of 
effeCting something like a change in the moral habits of the country. 

The important situation of Commander in Chief, which is now devolved 
upon you, will afford you ample opportunities of displaying those talents 


with which nature has endowed you. The interest taken in every thing 


which passes here, is active and lively; and the consequences resulting 
from it will be immense, whether considered with respect to commerce or 
to civilization. This is assuredly the epoch from whence revolutions of the 
most extraordinary nature will take their date. 


Accustomed to look for the recompence of the toils and difficulties of 


life in the opinion of posterity, I abandon Egypt with the deepest regret + | 


FY " wy 
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without suspicion gr fear under the protection of the French, are to be torn from 


their country, their families, and frieuds, and hurried off to France under à pretence 


equally absurd and iniquitous. 

Fortunately, Bonaparte left a man behind him but little inclined to be the agent 
of his villany. How must this gallant and discerning soldier have felt the insult 
here offered him > How must he have smiled with contempt at this mixture of 
idiotiom and frenzy? this order for him to exasperate the country by an act of 
wanton barbarity, at the time he was instructed to treat about leaving it in peace 
Bonaparte allows that those Mamelouc missionaries could not finish their Parisian 
education in less than a year or two, and yet he has just before granted a delay of 
only six months to conclude the agreement which is to shut the French out of 
Egypt for ever. 9 | 

With respect to the Arab hostages, Cheiks, or any thing else instead of Ma- 
meloucs; if such a motley crew were not designed to gratify his own vanity, they 
could only serve to remind the Parisians of the ever-memorable pracession of the 
* Orator of the human race, Anacharsis Clootz. At any rate, the idea of bring- 
ing about a' great change in the country by their means, is completely ridiculous, 
and truly worthy of the man who conceived it. . 

This is the only one of all his numerous promises that Bonaparte has conde- 
scended to recollect. He thought of it, we see, in Egypt; and, not to disparage 
his talents for invention, might be indebted for the idea to Voltaire, who advised us 
(not seriously, it must be confessed) to send a few opera-dancers to St. Vincent's, 
o soften and subdue the Caraibs. | * 

+ What have we here? A mortified Carthusian? Meek and lowly servant of an 
unambirious republic, he makes no boastful claims to the admiration of the present 
age; he fights battles, he overturns states, he wades through human blood, from 
he shores of Genoa to the Adriatic ; he flies from one ravaged quarter of the 
plobe-to: lay waste another, without motive or end; — and he tells all this in a jargon 
hat Captain Bobadil would have -blushed at. What chen? His toil, like virtue, is 


vim when he said so. 


: 


ts own reward, and he aspires only to the grateful notice of posterity 1 All this is 


ps perfectly true, as that he abandoned Egypt with'regret, or that Kleber believed 


82 
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The honour and interests of my country, duty *, and the extraordinaty 
events which have recently taken place there; these, and these alone, have 
determined me to bazard a passage to Europe, through the midst of the 
enemy's squadrons. In heart and in spirit I sball still be in the midst of 
you! Your victories will be as dear to me as any in which'T may be per- 
sonally engaged; and I shall look upon that day of my life as ill employed, 
in which I shall not do something for the army of which I leave you the 
command ; and for the consolidation of the magnificent establishment, the 
foundation of which is so recently laid. | f 
The army I entrust to your care, is entirely composed of My own 
CHILDREN. I have never ceased, even in the midst of their mou trying 
difficulties and dangers, to receive proofs of their attachment + ; endeavonr 
to preserve them still in those sentiments for me. This is due to the par- 
ticular esteem and friendship I entertain for you, and to the unfeigned 


afteftion I feel for them | 
| (Signed), BONAPARTE. 
A true Copy, e 


KIEBER. 


No. IV. 
Liberty.. | | Equality. 
French Republic, | 
Head Quarters, Cairo, October 7th, 1799. 
Kleber f, Commander in Chief, to the Directory. 


THE Commander in Chief, Bonaparte, quitted this country on the 
morning of the 28d ult. without saying a word of his intention to any 
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Obeissance in the original. This is the only word which he ventures to hazarfl 
ian a call to return, and this is weak and insiguificant. If he had been 
ordered to France, the simple truth would have been soon told; but it is evident 
he was not; he had other reasons for his flight: the measure of his cruckies in 
Egypt was now full, and vengeance was approaching with hasty strides. The at 
tempt to blind Kleber by an ambiguous word, was as vain as It was foolish ; that 
General sxw tTs marive, and has recorded it. 04 IEPA 2 
of what materials must this man's heart be made? Even Satan is ated 
by Milton as burstiag into such fears as angels shed, at the recollection of what he 
had brought on his followers, yet—-faithful how they 51004. But Bonaparte seen 
absoluthly incapable of any impressions of pity or remorse ; he is an anomalous 
being, such as neither history nor fict ion has yet dared to exhibit. . 

. This is the first letter that has yet appeared from Kleber, and it is such 
might have been expected from one of his distinguished reputation. It is sensible, 
and manly ; forming a complete contrast in every respect to the letter of Bonaparte, 


of which it is a shrewd and impartial critique. 


* 


T't point ont the superior penetration and good sense of Kleber, wouid be su- 
Perflaous ; but t may not be so to compare his manner of proceeding with Bom - 
parte, to Bonapartc's troatment of Brueys. That unfortunate man, after being reluc- 
tantly detained en the cost of Egypt by Bonaparte's express and reiterated voters, 


em i ——ů— — 


person whatever. He had appointed me to meet him at Rosetta on the sub- 


sequent day ! (the 24th.) I found nothing there but his dispatches. Unable 
to divine whether the General has had the good fortune to reach Toulon, 
T think it incumbent on me to send you a copy of the letter by which he 
transferred to me the command of the army, as also of another which he 
had addressed to the Grand Vizier at Constantinople, although he knew per- 
fectly well, that this officer was already arrived at Damascus “. 
My first cares have been directed to obtain an accurate knowledge of the 
present condition of the army. : | 
You know, Citizen Directors, and you have it in your power to procure 
the requisite statements; you know, I say, the actual strength of the army 
at its arrival in Egypt: it is reduced a full half !—and we occupy all the 
capital points of the great triangle, from the Cataracts to El Arisch, from 
El Arisch to Alexandria, and from Alexandria again to the Cataracts; 
meanwhile it is no longer a question, as it once was, of contending with 
a few hordes of dispirited Mameloucs; but of resisting and combating the 
united efforts of three great powers, the Porte, England, and Russia. 
The absolute want of arms, of gunpowder, of cannon and musket- balls, 
presents a picture no less alarming than the prodigious and rapid diminu- 
tion of our numbers. Our attempts to establish a foundry have failed of 


3 success; and the manufactory of powder, which we set on foot at Ilhoda, 


has not hitherto kept pace in any degree with our expectations; in all pro- 
bability it never will. Add to this, that the repairing of our small arms 
proceeds but slowly; and that, to give the necessary activity to these various 
undertakings, money and means, of which we have neither, are absolutely 
indispensable. 

THz TROOPS ARE NAKED—and this privation of clothing is the more 
calamitous, as it is perfectly ascertained in this country, to be one of the 
most active causes of the dysenteries and ophthalmies which constantly 


prevail here. The first, in particular, has operated with an alarming effect 


this season, on bodies already weakened and exhausted by fatigue, The 
members of the Board of Health remark (and never fail to mention it in 
their reports), that although the army is so much diminished, the number 
on the sick list is considerably larger this year, than at the same period of 
the,last. £ | 

General Bonaparte, previous to his departure, had, it is true, given orders 
for new clothing the army : but for this, as wall as for a great many other 
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was no sooner dead, than Bonaparte published, in the face of all Europe, that he had 
fallen a victim to his own obstinacy, and contempt of authority! though the remons- 
trances of Brueys, and Bonaparte's rejection of them, both existed, to convict him of 
a base, cowardly, and malicious calumny. While Kleber, with the calm dignity of 
a soldier, and a man of honour, imdulging in no random speculations, patiently 
reviews the General's statement, which he transmits to the Directory, with his own 
remarks, always intelligent and convincing ;—that they may be enabled to judge 
of the facts on which they are founded, and the opinions from which they are 
drawn, 

It is not easy to account for this vagary of Bonaparte's : the most natural way 
of obtaining his purpose, would certainly have been to look for the Vizier where 
he was sure to be found. Kleber apparently feels some resentment at this trifling 


with the mygerics of the army, by a feeble attempt at proerastinatio. 
| projects, 
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projects, he contented himself with the mere orders* the poverty of the 
finances (which is a new 2 to be combated) reduced him, doubtless, 
to the necessity of adjourning the execution of this useſul design. | 

Now I have mentioned the finances, I feel it my duty to say somewhat 
more on the subject. | 

General Bonaparte exhausted the extraordinary resources within a few 
months after our arrival! He levied at that time as extensive a military 
contribution as the country eould possibly support! To have recourse a 
second time to this expedient, now that we are surrounded with enemies 
trom without, would only pave the way for an insurrection the first favour- 
able moment. 

Notwithstanding all this, Bonaparte, at quitting us, did not leave behind 
him a $siNGLz sous in the military chest, nor any thing capable of being 
turned into money! He left, on the contrary, a debt of near ten millions, 
more than a whole year's income in the present state of things: the pay of 
the army alone is in arrear full four millions. | 

The present state of the inundation makes it impossible to recover the 
deficiencies of the year just expired, and which, if it were not so, would 
Scarce answer the expences of a month: we cannot, therefore, enter again 
on the collection of the taxes till the end of November; and even then it 
is clear to me, that we shall not be in a condition to attend sufficiently to 
it, because we shall have our hands full of fighting. In a word, the Nile 
being very low this year, many provinces deprived of the inundation, will 
claim the customary exemptions, to which we cannot, in common justice, 
object. | 

Every syllable, Citizen Directors, which I here advanee, I can authenti- 
an either by verbal processes, or by estimates of the different services regu- 
larly sigaed. | 

Although Egypt is to all appearance tranquil, it is nothing less than in a 
state of submission; the people are restless and uneasy, and in spite of all 
we can do to the contrary, persist in looking upon us as the enemies of 
their property: their hearts are incessantly open to the hopes of a favourable 
change. | | | 

The Mameloucs are dispersed, but not destroyed. Mourad Bey is still 
in Upper Egypt, with a body of men sufficiently numerous to find constant 
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Kleber has fallen into a slight mistake here. Bonaparte did not absolutely 
content himself with ordering the clothing—no, he went farther—he set the Sayans 
of the Egyptian Institute upon consulting what coloured cloth was best adapted to 
the climate: and these venerable sages, after discussing at great length the merits 
of several, of which there was not an ell in the young? 4 ultimately fixed upon a 
gris-de-lin, of which there was still less! Nor did the General stop even here: he 
asserted in his dispatches that many thousand ells of this cloth (so judiciously chosen) 
had been deliveted to the army ! The readers of the Jacobin newspapers here can- 
not yet have forgotten their generous triumph at this incontrovertible proof of the 
improving condition of “the Army of the East! | - 

he conelusion of this paragraph 4s an evident sarcasm. Kletber knew that 
Bonaparte was as well acquainted with the state of the finances before these orders 
as after them. He knew too, what all the world besides knows, that they were 
only given to procure a momentary popularity, and carry on that system of fraud 
and hypocrisy with which he began, ** which he will most assuredly end, 


* 
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employment for a considerable part of our forces. If we should quit him 


for an instant, his little army would increase with incouceivable rapidity, 


and he would descend the Nile and harass us at the gates of this capital, 
where, in spite of the most vigilant attention, they have constantly found 
means, to this very hour, to procure him supplies of arms and money. 
Ibrahim Bey is at Gaza with about two thousand Mameloucs ; and I am 
| informed that thirty thousand men, part of the army of the Grand Viaier 
and Dgezzer Pasha, are also arrived at the same place. The Grand Vizier 
left Damascus about three weeks ago; he is at present encamped near Acre: 
finally, the English are masters of the Red Sea. 
Such, Citizen Directors, is the situation in which General Bonaparte has 
left me to sustain the enormous burden of commanding the Army of the 
East! H saw THE FATAL CRISIS &PPROACHING ® : your orders have not 
permitted him to surmount it. That such a crisis exists, his letters, his 
instructions, his negotiation lately set on foot, all contribute to evince ; it 
is of public notoriety, and our enemies appear to me no less perfectly in- 
formed of it than ourselves. ; 
« If this year, says General Bonaparte, “in spite of all our precautions, 
the plague should break out in Egypt, and carry off more than fifteen hun- 
dred men, &c. I then think that you ought not to venture upon anather 
campaign, and that you are sufficiently justified in concluding a peace with 
the Ottoman Porte, even though the evacuation of Egypt should be the 
leading article,” &c. | 15 
I have pointed out this passage to you, Citizen Directors, because it is 
characteristic in more than one point of view +; and, above all, because it 
clearly shews you the real situation in which I am placed. Of what con- 
sequence are fifteen hundred men, more or less, in the immense space of 
country which I have to defend, and against an eternal repetition of 
attacks? | 
The General further says, Alexandria and El Arisch are the two keys 
of Egypt f. El Arisch is a paltry fort, four days journey in the Desert; 


— — 
— — 


Here is the key to Bonaparte's flight. With respect to the orders Kleber 
mentions, he must either speak ironically, or, which is more probable, mean to 
E gonvey an idea that the insinuation couched under the word obe755ance in Bona- 
parte's letter, was false, and justified by no authority from home; he puts Bona« 
parte and the Directory at issue upon the point; and as it must be manifest who is 
really culpable, it is, perhaps, fortunate for the former that his present usurpation 
sets him above the immediate dread of the guillotine, for an act of equal treachery 
and disobedience. 
+ The general opinion of the good sense and humanity of Kleber would be ill 
, Justified, if he had omitted to set a mark of reprobation upon the passage he has 
quoted: it is, indeed, characteristic of Bonaparte! It is marked with his usual 
$ contempt of human sufferings, with his lavish expenditure of blood, and with his 
wanton $acrifice of his followers to projects at once useless and unattainable ! 

It is permitted to hope, however, that the more serious views of Kleber will in- 
* duce him to close the disastrous scene, though a fete less than fifteen hundred men 
should be the victims of the next pes tilence. ä | 
I The statement which follows of the real strength and importance of El Arisch, 
and which differs so materially from that of Bonaparte's, is corroborated by a general 


officer in a letter which will be found (Ne. XIII.) 


if 
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the prodigious difficulty of victualling it, will not allow of its being garri- 
soned by more than two hundred and fifty men. Six hundred Mameloues 
and Arabs might, whenever they pleased, cut off all communication with 
Catiez; and as, when Bonaparte left us, this garrison had but a fortnight's 
provision in advance; just that space of time, and no more, would be sut- 
ficient to compel it to capitulate without firing a shot! The Arabs alone 
were capable of furuishing regular convoys of provisions through thege 
burning deserts: but they have, been 50 en over-reached and defrauded, 
that, tar from offering us their services, they now keep aloof and conceal 
themselves; besides, the arrival of the Grand Vizier, who inflames their 
fanaticism and overwhelms them with presents, will equally tend to incline 
them to desert us *. | 
Alexandria is by no means a fortress; it is a large intrenched camp. It 
was, indeed, tolerably well defended by a numerous heavy artillery ; but 
Since we lost it in the disastrous invasion of Syria, and since General Bonas 
parte has taken all the cannon belonging to the shipping, to complete the 
equipment of the two frigates with which he sailed for France, this camp 
can make, in fact, but a feeble resistance +. 

General Bonaparte deceived himself with regard to the consequences 
which he expected from his victory at Aboukir. He cut to pieces }, it is 
true, near nine thousand Turks who had landed there; but what is such a 
loss as this to a great nation, from whom we have violently torn the fairest 
portion of its empire, and whom religion, honogr,- and interest, equally 
Stimulate to avenge its injuries, and to re-conquer what it has been thus 
deprived of? As a proof of what I say, this victory has not retarded for a 
single instant, either the preparations or the march of the Grand Vizier. 


— — — — — 


There is no doubt of its accuracy, and ir bears hard either on the veracity or the 
military skill of Bonaparte. The latter (of the former there are no doubts) has 
long been somewhat problematical; and the attentive readers of this correspon- 
dence will probably be inclined to think not much more highly of it than Kleber 
appears to do, or the very judicious officer, to whose strictures we allude. 

* There are two roads from Syria to Egypt; so that it is by no means necessary 
to pass by El Arisch. Both these roads furnish water; one of them has just beet 
discovered. Note Reer. 
＋ This circymstance is not less characteristic than the one so properly pointed 
out by Kleber a few pages above: to provide for his own personal safety at the 
expense of that of the whole Army of the East,“ is only a part of that narroy 
and selfish system on which he has always acted. But does any thing in it relish of 
the great general? Or can his most enthusiastic admirers see any thing that did $6 
in his unfurnishing the only de fensible place in his possession (of the importance of 
- which he takes care to remind K Eber), for the sake of a wild and desultory expe 
. dition, he knew not where, at the hazard of leaving it an easy prey to the firs 
enemy that might be apprized of its unprote ted condition? 

It is scarcely possible, on reading these and similar passages, not to call to mind 
the sensible exclamation of Ldcuse; Oh how many false reputations were ac 
quired in Italy! and how many pedestals will now rest without statues!“ [Inter 
cepted Correspondence, Part. II. b. 133. | 

+ Detrut. This does not mean absolutely cut to pieces, but destroyed as 
body; and indeed it appears from Bonaparte's dispatches to the Directory, tha 
more than two th usand of those who had disembarked were prisaners. From thi 
General's well-known talents for exaggeration, 2 reasonable hope might be enter 
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In this state of things, what can, and what ought I to do? I think, 
Citizen Directors, that L should continue the negociations entered upon by 
Bonaparte; though the result should be merely the gaining a little time, I 
Should even then have sufficient reason to be satisfied with it. I have en- 
clozed you the letter * which, in consequence of this determination, I wrate 
to the Grand Vizier; sending him, at the same time, a duplicate of that 
from Bonaparte +. | 

If this minister meets my advances, I shall propose to him the restitution 
of Egypt on the following conditions :: 

The Grand Signior shall appoint a Pasha, as heretofore.” 

The Beys shall give up to him the Miri, which the Porte has had 
always de jure, and never de facto. | 

Commerce shall be reciprocally open between Egypt and Syria.“ 

% The Freuch shall continue in the country, occupy the strong holds and 
the forts, and collect all the duties and customs, till the French government 
shall have made peace with England.“ | 

If these summary preliminaries are accepted, I shall think I have ren- 
dered my country a greater service than if I had obtained the most brilliant 
victory. But I fear they will not be attended to: if the haughtiness of the 
Turks opposes no obstacle, I. shall still have to combat the influence of 
English gold. Happen what may, I will endeavour to direct myself by 
circumstances. | | 

I know all the importance of the possession of Egypt. I used to say in 
Europe, that this country was for France the point of fixture, by means of 
which she might move at will the commercial system of every quarter of the 
globe; but to do this effectually, a powerful lever is required, and that 
lever is a navy. Ovuss Has EXISTED ! Since that period, every thing has 
changed; and peace with the Porte is, in my opinion, the only expedient 


* 1 


—_— 


tained that, when he stated the loss of the Turks at eighteen thousand men, he 
had merely put down a cipher too many; this hope is now done away by the un- 
suspected evidence of Kléber, which unfortunately reduces Bonaparte's number 
only one half. The rest of Kléber's information is of the most important and con- 
solatory nature. The army of which Bonaparte and Berthier represent the whole 
to have been destroyed, was merely a detachment, it appears, from a much greater 
terce; which, without any sensible diminution of its numbers or resolution, was 
still hovering near the place of action, and alarming the French for the safety ot 
Brulos and Damiectra ! 

* Sce No. XVI. 

+ Se: No. XIV. | | a 

Of these conditions, the first is unnecessary, the second impracticable, the 
hird nugatory, and the fourth inadmissible. It is evident, however, that Kléber 
expected nothing from them; they are merely projetted in obedience to the com- 
mands of Bonaparte, to whom this excellent officer pays the same deference as if 
e were Still at the head of the army. Indeed the whole of his conduct, as it ap- 
pears in this well-written letter, is admirable in the highest degree; he feels that he 
$ betrayed, yet not a murmur escapes him on his own account; and though he 
olds it 2 part of his duty to expose the weakness of which Bonaparte either was, 
pr affected to be ignorant, he determines to hazard more, perhaps, thin his own 
jetter judgment approved, to carry his iustruCtions into execution with the smallest 
leviation possible. 
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that holds out to us a method of fairly getting rid of an enterprise no longer 
capable of attaining the object for which it was undertaken. | q 

I shall not enter, Citizen Directors, into the details of all the diplomatic 
combinations which the present state of Europe might furnish : this is not 
my province. In the forlorn situation in which I stand, and so far removed 
from the centre of action, I can scarce give a thought to any thing but the 
safety and honour of the army which I command: happy if, in the midst of 
my distresses, I should have the good fortune to meet your wishes; at a 
less distance from you I should place all my glory in obedience. / 

I have annexed to this an exact estimate of the more material articles of 
which we stand in need for the service of the artillery “: and also a sum- 
mary. recapitulation of the debt contraded and left unpaid by General 
Bonaparte +. 43 | | 

Health and respect. 
KLEBER. 


P. S. At this instant, Citizen Directors, just as I am making up my dis- 
patches, I learn that fourteen or fifteen Turkish vessels are at anchor before 
Damietta, where they are waiting for the fleet of the Captain Pasha, now 
at Joppa, and having on board, as I am told, from fifteen to twenty thou- 
sand land forces; besides these, there are still fifteen thousand men at 
Gaza, and the Grand Vizier is marching from Damascus. A few days 
since, he sent us back a soldier of the 25th demi-brigade, who had been 
made prisoner in the neighbourhood of El Arisch; after having showed 
him all his camp, he desired him to acquaint his comrades with what he 
had seen, and to tell their commander to tremble. This seems to announce 
either the confidence which the Grand Vizier has in his forces, or a wish to 
enter upon an accommodation. With respect to myself, it will be absolutely 
impossible for me to get together more than five thousand men capable of 
taking the field against him; notwithstanding this, I will try my fortune, 
if I do not succeed in gaining time by my negotiations. Dgezzar has with- 
draw his forces from Gaza, and marched them back to Acre. 


2. | 
Head Quarters, Cairo, August 31, 1799. 
KrtpBzr, Commander in Chief, to the Army. 


Soldiers, | 


MOTIVES of the most imperious nature hate determined the Com- 
mander in Chief, Bonaparte, to return to France. 

The dangers incident to a voyage undertaken in no very favourable part 
of the year , on a narrow sea, covered with the enemies fleets, were too 
feeble to arrest him. Your happiness was at stake 75 


— 
— 


* See No. VII, 

+ See No. VI. ] | 

+ The 22d of August may seem to those unacquainted with the Mediterranean, 
no very unfavourable season for putting to sea; but the north- west winds, which 
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Soldiers! s powerful reinforcement, or a glorious peace, is at hand: a 
peace worthy of you and of your atchievements, is on the point of restoring 
you to your country. : | 

In taking upon myself the charge with which Bonaparte was intrusted, 
I was neither unaware of its importance, nor of the toil aud danger attend- 
ing it; but on the other hand, when I considered your gallantry, so often 
crowned with the most brilliant success; your unwearied patience in bray- 
ing every calamity, and supporting every privation ; when I considered, in 
short, all that might be done or attempted with such soldiers, ] lost sight of 
every thing hut the advantage of being at your head, and the honour of 
commanding you; and I felt myself inspired with new vigour. . 

Soldiers! rely upon what I say; your urgent wants shall be the never- 


ceasing object of my most earnest sollicitude. 
| (Signed) KT EBER. 


By order of the Commander in Chief, the General of Division, and Chief 


of the Staff. - 
(Signed) DaMas. 


A true copy. 
(Signed) Dunas, Adjutant Geheral. 
A true copy. > 
- Le Rory. 
No. VI. 
Army of the East, | French Republic, 


Esriuare of the different Sums due on the 234 of August, 1799, the Period at 
which GENERAL KLEBER took upon himself the Command of the Army. 


| F Sums due. 
PAY of the army - - - - - 4,015,000 0 0 
Extraordinaries - - - - - _ $576,000 0 0 
Difference of pay, between the law of the 24 Thermi- 

dor, in the year 2, and that of the 23d Floreal, in the 

year 5, due to part of the army = =." 00,393 0.3 
Artillery - - - - - - 91,214 0 O 
Engineers WE Ya - — | 

Marine, military, and merchant service, by a rough cal- 

1 - - - - 3,062,124 0 6 
Military subsistence - - - - - 1,988,973 10 0 
Clothing - - - - - - 144,381 10 10 
Military hospitals - 3 — — „ DT 210040 


Military convoys - - 88 177,098 4 0 


ä 


almost constantly prevail there about this pericd, make the voyage to France ex- 

tremely tedious, and fully justify Kleber's observation. For the rest, this Ap- 

DRESS, delivered while that General was yet smarting from the recent perfidy of 

Bonaparte, may be recommended to the reader as a model of generosity, manliness, 
\ 


and true military honour, 
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5,432 12 


Military posts — - - - — 2 
To the Inspector of the saddle manufactorx - 12,601 0 0 
To the Inspector of the boot manufactory — - 6,000 0 0 
To the Commissaries at Suez - 3 — 7,014 6 0 
To certain French, Turks, and Greeks, who bave fur- 
nished provisions at Alexandria, and elsewhere - 41,980 7 0 
To Citizen Rosetty for provisions for the army, when on : 
its march to Rhamanie - - - - 3,222 12 8 
2 


Total - 11,315,252 10 


OBSERVATIONS, 


Since the army quitted France, the expenditure has exceeded the re- 
ceipts by 11,315,252 livres, 10 sous, 2 deniers—this debt, then, must ine- 
vitably continue increasing. At our first arrival here, requisitions were 
made in all the towns for the immediate subsistence of the troops. These 
have never been paid ſor. 

Extraordinary contributions were levied upon the merchants, tradesmen, 
&c. 

The effects of the Mameloucs were also seized on our arrival: their 
bives have been made to pay an extraordinary imposition, 

The receipts of the last year were greater than those of the present can 
possibly be. The inundation has failed, and many villages have been de- 
pri ved of water. 

The debt above stated, does not include what is due to the provinces 
for the supplies in kind, with which the troops were furnished during 
their 2 8 
It is evident from these observations, that, as long as the Army of Egypt 
is engaged in hostilities, there can be no foreign trade; nor can the re- 
ceipts be possibly made to answer the expences. It is peace alone which 
can place the receipts on a satisfactory footing. 


Certified by me, : | 
E. Pouss1ELGUs, Commisssary-General, &c. to be conformable 
to the respective lists delivered to me at Cairo, OR, 7, 1799. 


Examined by che Commander in Chief, | 
| (Signed) | KLEBER. : 


\ 
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No. VII. 


Eilat des principauæx Objets relatifs à Artillerie manguant @ 1 Ar mement des 
; Places, à I Arme active, & à I Equipage de Sitge, * 


Nature des Objets. | | Total. 
= de tous calibres += + 1 


5 Mortiers et pierriers de differens cali- 
Bouches à feu & pres 


Obusiers de différens ealibres: 
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Nature des Objets manquant q I'Armement, &c. 


Aﬀeits de rechange de toutes especes = - - 187 
Boulets de differens calibres = - - - 200,000 
Bombes & obus de tous calibres - - - 16,800 
Balles de fer battu pour mitrailles - - - 2,166,000 
Grenades de remparts & à mains - - - 10,000 
Plombs en saumons - - - - 700, 000ʃë. 
Poudre de guerre — - 5 - 1,150,000/5. 
Pierres à feu — - — - 1,000,000 
| Fusils avec bayonnettes, baguettes, &c, +» 20,000 
Carabines - - - - 2,000 - 
Pistolets de calibre - - - 4,000 
Bayonnettes de rechange - - 10,000 
Armes Platines, idem - - - 5,000 
portatives | Pieces de rechange de toutes egpeces = 40,000 
a la houssarde - - 1,200 
Sabres de cavalerie = - - „1.200 
# d'infanterie - - - 0,000 
dartillerie = - - 1,000 
Quarrees = - 3,200 
I Pionniers belles 1 Rondes 8 vl 6,000 
Pics Hoyaux - - 6,500 
Outils Hach * Y 4 Ny 
aches - - - , 
Tranchans 13 6 - 2,600 
d' Ouvriers en fer & en bois de toutes especes - 4,634 
Fers de differens echantillons (quintaux) - - 800. 
Aciers (quintaux) - - - . - 160gzx. 
Charbon de terre (quintaux) - - - 2, 4009. 
Forges de campagnes 2 — 10 
Feuilles de fer blanc — - - - 150,000 
* Tole (feuilles) — IF - - - 1,200 
Cuivre lamine (quintaux) . — — 2509. 
Bois (solives de differens echantillons) - - 6,000 
Bois de fusils - - - — 10,000 
Etoffes pour sachets (aunes, &c. ) - - - 35,000 
Papiers pour gargousses & cartouches (rames, &c.) = 1,060 
Sacs à terre — - - - - - 300,000 
Meches (livres) — - - - - 150,000 
Cordages & menus cordages (quintaux) . - - 100%. 
Poix noire, blanche, resine, goudron, 3 cire & 
Suisse (livres de) = - - — 18,000 
Ustensiles d artifices de toutes especes - 3 1,000 
(Signẽ) KTEBER, 
Le General en Chef. 


Il n'y a dans les places que la moiti6 des bouches à feu nEcessaires A leur 
armement & la plupart sont hors de service; les meilleures sont à la marine, 

qui les redemande. 13 | 
Le 
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Le charbon de bois est Epuise ; il n'y a aucun moyen d'en . 
Ce tableau au moins est appuye d'un mEmoire qu on a cru inutile dq en- 


voyer. | 
be. (Signs) . Kidz, 
Au Caire, le 0 Vendemaire, an 7. | 
(Signe) Le General d' Artillerie, Foyces. 
————— — ꝙ n ⁵—A2ů 


* * As the real importance of this paper can only be duly appreciated 
by military men, who will undoubtedly understand it better in the original 
than in any translation that can be offered by such as are but imperfectly 
acquainted with the terms of the science; it is given to them as it came 
from the hands of Kléber. =” | 


No. VIII. 


MARINE OFFICE, 
Alexandria, October 1, 1 1s. 


Lz Ror, Commissary of the Marine in Egypt, to the * Maris and 
of the Colomes. © 


Citizen Minister, 

I MOST anxiously wish that the safe arrival of the four vessels under 
the command of Rear-Admira] Ganteaume may have put you in posses- 
tion of the short letter which I had just time to dispatch; duplicates of 
which were put on board them on * 22d of August, che day af their 


departure. 
At all events, 1 I send you a list of the names, &c. of those 


vessels: 
Le Muiron, of 28 guns, 18-pounders on the main deck, Ganteaume, Rear- 
admiral ; De la Rue, Captain. 
Le Carrere, of 28 guns, 12-pounders. Duma le Pelley, General of Di- 
vision. 
(Both these frigates are Venetian built; bolted with iron, 24 coppered 
here; the first on the 24th of October, and the second the 15th of No- 
vember last) 


L' Independant, Advice- 3 4 six-pounders. Gastaud, Ensign. 
La Revanche, Advice- boat, 4 three - pounders. Picard, Ensign. 


General Bonaparte took his passage on board Le Muiron. The Procla- 
mations, which I enclose, first annonnced to the army his departure, and 
the appointment of General Kieber in his steaad. 

I should have been happy to send you a correct list of the passengers on 
| 1 these four vessels; but the Secrecy of their departure prevented the 
names from being entered on the registers of the proper office; and I have 
⁊sked in yain for information from _ officers of the present staff. You 
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will find at the conclusion of my letter the only list which the first clerk 
of — Navy Office was able to procure me; and another made up on con- 
jecture. 
General Bonaparte and Rear-admiral Ganteaume will have given you 
better information than I can pretend to do on our internal situation. I 
shall merely confine myself to hazarding a few brief observatious on the 
port of Alexandria. 
{ Deprived of nearly all correspondence with France since our arrival in 
this country, we have the most undoubted proofs of the successful activity 
of the enemy in intercepting our communications. It strikes me therefore, 
that it would be exceedingly proper to dispatch, by a swift-sailing vessel, 
a Cipher that would at once enable me to send you more detailed accounts. 
From the time that General Bonaparte left us, the men on the look-out 
have discovered but three ships in the offing ; and a boat which was sus- 
pected to have dispatches on board. We might easily have taken it, had 
we been provided with a few light, copper-bottomed vessels. It certainly 
does not fall within my department to say any thing respeCting the naval 
forces, the sole means of giving effect to the successes of the land army; 
| but I must, notwithstanding, do myself the honour to hint to you, that, 
during those periods when the blockade is accidentally raised, a few cor- 
vettes, carrying from 12 to 16 guns, and coppered, might be successfully 
employed on expeditions of the utmost utility to the colony. 
{ Here is a copy of a report made to the Directory by the Commander in 
Chief: We have a confused account of an army collecting in Syria, 
under the immediate command of the Grand Vizier, composed, first of the 
troops which followed him from Constantinople ; secondly, of those of 
Djezzar, Pashaw of Acre, and thirdly, of the remainder of the Mameloucs, 
under Ibrahim, ancient Cheick el Beled, or chief of the Beys.” 
Whatever, Citizen Minister, may be the issue of our military operations, 
I cannot but think it of the utmost moment that the Executive Directory 
should appoint a commissary, with the requisite powers, to supply the void 
of the inspection, formerly confided to the ambassador at the Ottoman 
Porte. They should also consult on the means, either of diminishing the 
Josses of the Levant trade; or rather of reproducing and invigorating it, at 
the period of peace: the employment and the subsistence of the southern 
provinces imperiously call for something of this kind. 8 
These useful functions, Citizen Minister, should be confided to some 
former manager of these establishments; one habituated to repair the evils 
{which a war of invasion, and its attendant consequences, inevitably bring 
on foreign trade, It will be also essentially necessary to define with rigo- 
rous exactness the limits of authority in each department. Military ardour 
enters little into the system of a counterpoisivg power: it sacrifices eve 
thing to the calls of the moment; it seizes the officers, as well those of su- 
perior ranks as the subalterns. Soldiers forget what influence a respect for 
the laws and a love of order have on the event of things: they listen only to 
an interested ambition, and occasion, without intending it, disorders of the 
most irreparable kind. I have seen myself, an officer, in other respeQs a 
valuable character, insist upon commanding the harbour, the troops, and 
the workmen ! Did a Rear-admiral chance to drop in; their authorities 
instantly clasked : confusion succeeded to confusion ; and private interest, 
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- which alone pursues its object with steadiness, took advantage of these mul 


tiplied pretensions * * # * # # # * # #* 

| [A few words illegible in the original.] | 
* * * of the different orders in the Mediterranean, and the re-establish 
ment of trade in that sea, call for the most prompt, decisive, and judiciot 
measures. a 


Health and respect. 
(Signed) L Rox. 


P. S. Since my letter was finished, I have had an opportunity of procur 
ing some information from the captain of a ship, who has frequented thi 
ports of the Levant. The merchants have constantly rejected my applicatio 

Our merchandise was usually exchanged in Egypt for the merchandise o 
the country, which consisted of the productions of Yemen, and those < 
the interior of Africa, . | 

The Beys took from the traders the articles of which they stood in need 
but always on credit. They paid for them at their leisure; so that ther 
are considerable debts still out-standing in most of the commercial towns © 
the country; some arising from exchanges which have not been completed 
and others from former demands. 

In the present situation of things, it would seem to be no less an act 
prudence than of justice to empower an agent of Government to lay befai 
them the account-books of the different houses in advance, that an estima 
may be formed of what is due to the whole body, and proper measur 
taken to recover it. | 

With respect to the other ports of the Levant, nothing but peace 
enable the merchants to get in what is due to them. The object of Gover 
ment should be to furnish them with the degree of protection necessary 
support and enforce their claims. | 1 


ENCLOSURES, | 
| | No. 1. 8 | 
List of Passengers on board the under-mentioned Veszels, which 5ailed August 
h | 23d, 1799. | 

On board Le Carrere, 


Leon le Vayasseur, Director of the Artillery; Francis Joseph Allema 

Captain of the frigate. * | 

| On board Le Muiron, 
Joseph Marie Nouveau, Master-caulker, from the L' Orient, and 35 

employed at Alexandria. | | 


Alexandria, September 9, 1799. | 
(Signed)  Giravp, 

R Under-Commissary of Ma 
A true copy, | | by 
b LI Roy, 
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Ir | No. 2. * 
amfectural List of Passengers on board the Ships of the Republic, under the Com- 
. mand of Rear-admiral Ganteaume, 
1 — * Viz. 
. Bonaparte, Commander in Chief. 
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i:  Beavharnois, 


n uroc, 
La Vallette, Aid de Camps. 


Merlin, | 
Fauvelet Boursienne, Secretary. 
Berthier, General of Division. 


> L'Huilier, Aid de Camp. 


Andrèossi, 

— Generals of Brigade. 
Marmont, 2 
Montesney, Aid de Camp, 


Beissieres, Chief of Brigade of Guides. 
Monge, J Members of the National 


Bertholet, Institute. 
Denon, Members of the Egyptian 
Perceval, Institute. . 
L. R. 
Libe No. IX. Eq 41 
1 r ty. | * ua ity. 
French Republic. 


Cairo, Oæober 10, 1799. 


doussielgue, Comptroller of the Expenses of the Army, and Administrator-ge- 
ral of the Finances of Egypt, to the Commissioners of #he National Treasury. 


Citizen Commissioners, 


|| SHALL have no account to lay before you till my return to France, or 


he freedom and safety of our communications shall be re- established. 


present account will be concise: it will be found more detailed in that 


dur Paymaster-general. ? 


| confine myself to assuring you, that it is not possible to exhibit better 
e in this department, more integrity and accuracy in the payments, or 


er observance of the rules prescribed by the laws, than your puymaster- 
ral has already shown. +5. | | 
spite of the most severe economy, the army is extremely in arrear: it 


fy amounts to more than ten millions; and, as our resources are daily 
ſuihing, this arrear must necessarily increase. You will be successively 


nted with the drafts which we have been obliged to give to different 


E whom we could by no means pay in specie; I intreat you carnestly 
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to honour them duly, as well for preserving to the army the only means! 
obtaining eredit that are left, as for doing justice to a set of men, h ne. 


imaginable. SIA 
Health and respect. : 


here sacrificing their health, and supporting every Kind of. privation” | 


cp 
* 
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Liberty. Equality. i 
Cairo, October 15, 1799. 
E. Poussielgue *, Comptroller of the Expenses of the Army, and Administrator- 
general of the Finances of Egypt, to Citizen Merlin, Member of the Executive 
Directory. | 


Citizen. Directors, | 
SINCE the delivery to Citizen Barras of the first dispatch which I had 


the honour to address to you, the particular conferences which have taken 


place with the Effendi, who is returned from Damascus, have afforded us, 
notwithstanding-the letter of the Grand Vizier, some glimpses of a plan of 
accommodating matters, which may, in its consequences, become extremely 
important for the Republic; its final success, however, depends entirely on 
the part which the English may think proper to take in it. 

General Kléber is now engaged in arranging for the Directory the notes 
which contain the substance of the conference. To me it is evident that 
the Grand Vizier would be disposed to do every thing we could wish; if 
he were not afraid that the instant his communications with us were disco- 
vered, Russia would suddenly fall upon the Ottoman Empire, which is at 
this time in no state of defence. But, if the Porte were sure of a powerful 
alliance, which would support her feeble efforts at the outset, and finally 
render her victorious, she would not hesitate an instant in forming her reso- 
lution. After all, these measures, as I have already said, cannot be put in 
execution unless the English become a party in them, and unite with the 
Porte and with us. ; 

Now as the French Republic has nothing to apprehend from the English. 


which is not trifling when compared with the losses she must inevitably sus- 
tain from the establishment of the Russians in the Mediterranean; as there 


is not a chance of recovering from the English any part of what they have. 
taken from us during the present war, but by an immediate treaty, which 
should hold out to them equivalent advantages elsewhere; and, on the Sup- 


* * Mb. * 3 
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* The name of Poussielgue is familiar to the readers of the Intercepted Corte 
Spandence. They have seen and admired his acute description of the victory of, 
Aboukir : he appears here in a new light; and though his views for this country 
cannot be congidered as evincing much knowledge of our character or cannexions, 
yet his observations, as far as they respect France, must be allowed to be judicious. 
It would be superfluous to dwell on the importance of this letter, or to call the, 
reader's attention to the hopeless situation of the French affairs in the Mediterra- 
nean. The desultory whining of Le Roy showed that their commerce was annihi-, 
lated there; the «trong and conclusive representations of Poussielgue prove that 
their military influence will not long survive it. | Coe of 


* 


- 4 


Pous$SIELGUE. .* 7 


630) 


position that they would agree to no restitution, there would be no present 
purpose answered by continuing the war, and no inconvenience sustained by 
edjourning our claims (réclamations) to 4 bappier period; the Executive Direc- 
tory, if it should relish the plan resulting from the notes which General 
Kleber is preparing to send home, may easily remove every difficulty; and 
by an alliance with England and the Porte, deliver, at one stroke, the 
French Republic from these two powerful enemies, and from all the others, 
whose fall their defection from the alliance would necessarily ensure. 

At all events, 1T 15 INDISPENSABLE TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS IN THE MOST 
ZARNEST MANNER WITH THE ENGLISH AND THE FORTE; EVEN. IF NO 
OTHER ADVANTAGE SHOULD RESULT FROM THEM THAN GAINING TIME, 
AND GIVING OFFENCE TO RUSSIA ; such offence as should induce her to 
declare war against the Grand Seignior, to an opportunity of doing which 
she seems to look forward with impatience, 


Health and respect. 


PoUSSIELGUE, 
No. XI. 
Liberty. 4 Equality. 
Army of the East. | 


| Head Quarters, Cairo, October 11, 1799. 
Damas *, General of Division, Chief of the Staff, General of the Army, to the 
. | Minister of War, Nh Ce gs 

I HAVE the honour of transmitting you, Citizen Minister, the Procla-. 
mation of General Bonaparte to the army on taking leave of it; and that 
of General Kleber on taking upon him the Command in Chief: 

Also the orders of the day, and the four numbers of the Courier 4 Eg ypte, 
which have appeared since that period: | 

The list of the general, staff, and commissioned officers of the different 
corps, who have died, up to this day: - | 

The list of the promotions which Kléber, the Commander in Chief, has 
judged it indispensable to make for the good of the service. You will feel 
yourself the necessity of it in comparing those two lists f. | 
I entreat you, Citizen Minister, to request the Executive Directory to 
confirm these promotions, and to transmit me the definitive nominations. 

I cannot send you a detailed estimate of the general situation of the army 
at present; because, when I took upon me the function of Chief of the 
Staff, I was not able to find the particular estimates from which it must 
necessarily be formed. I hope to be enabled to transmit it by the first 
courier. | | 

It is also out of my power, at this moment, to collect those of the various 
corps of the army, scattered as they are over so prodigious an extent of 
country as that which we have to defend ; and of whom the greater num- 


* Damas has already appeared in the First Part of the Intercepted Correspond- 
ence. See his letter, G. 76), and what is there said of him. Though there seems 
to be a great degree of intimacy between him and Kléber, yet he probably owes his 
advancement to the head of the Staff no less to his own merit than to the kindness' 
of the Commander in Chief. He is, indeed; a very excellent officer. g 
+ It has been judged proper to omit them botli the necessity of Kleber's pro- 
motions is but too apparent from his own letter. | . s. 
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ber are, besides, incessantly occupied in pursuing the Arabs, or in combating 
the wandering Beys and their partisans, whose numbers rapidly increase the 
instant we allow them a moment's respite. ES 

You may judge of the ſeeble state of the army, by its prodigious reduc- 
tion since this time last year. 7 

The number of effective men on the 22d of September 1798 was above 
33,000 *; it is at present reduced below 22,000 : from these must be taken 
2000 sick and wounded, who are absolutely incapable of any duty what- 
ever; besides 4000 utterly unable to take the field, or enter upon any ac- 
tive service. Most of these, though wounded, or labouring under diseases 
of the eyes, prefer staying at their quarters, to exposing themselves to the 
epidemic complaints which hospitals but too frequently generate in this 
country. | 

It . from this comparative statement, that the effective strength of 
the army is reduced a third within the last twelve months, and the actual 
number of those under arms decreased a full half. | 

The 16,000 men (comprising the forces of every description) which com- 
pose the army, are dispersed over a surface of country comprised within a 
triangle, of which the base extends from Marabout + to El Arisch, a line of 
near two hundred leagues, which is also the length of its two sides, of 
which that from El Arisch reaches beyond the first CataraQts (which may 
be considered as its apex), and the other from the CataraQts again to 
Marabout. | | 

Experience fully proves, Citizen Minister, at this instant, that when the 
garrisons indispensably necessary for the security of the fortresses and the 
provinces, are deducted from the number of men capable of bearing arms, 
it will be impossible to collect a force of 7000 men at any one point, to 
oppose ; efforts of an enemy which menaces us with an irruption on 
every side. 

12 that the Commander in Chief, when writing to the Executive 
Directory, gave them more circumstantial information respecting the situ- 
ation of the army, and every part of the colony, | 

| Health and respeR. 


. 
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In estimating the army that disembarked in Egypt at 42,000 (see the Second 
Part of the [ntercepted Coprespondence, p. 196,) it is evident that no deception 
was praCtised, no turn for exaggeration indulged, Even after the storming, as it is 
called, of Alexandria, a place so strong, that, according to Sonnini, the jackals used 
to leap in and out every night through the breaches in the walls, the numbers lost 


in crossing the Desert of the Nile, the bloody engagement on that river, and the 


numerous skirmishes which Bonaparte has dignified with the name of Battles of 
the Pyramids, &c. &c. it appears that the effeftive force of the French still con- 
sisted cf 33,000 men; a calculation that leaves a deficit of 9000 for the sick (who 
appear, from Duval's letter, Part I. p. 176, to be very numerous), the killed, and 
the wounded, in the short space of fifteen weeks! It is probable that none of Bona- 
artc's admirers will be intrepid enough ta deny this loss. But then, they will say. 
* acquired possession of the country by it. T his may be granted them in their 
turn; and then it will only remain to inquire whether the loss of the 33,000 men 
that were left, and which is sure to be sustained in the evacuation of it, will not 
rather overbalance that boasted advantage? | 
wt 4 small bay, a little to the ob west of Alexandria, where the French first 
ed. 


Damas. 
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No. XII. 


LIBERTY. EQUALITY. 
FRENCH REPUBLIC. 


Cairo, Syptember 22, 1799 


E. PoUs$1ELG OE *, Corputroller of the Enjrenjes of the Army, and Admniſt' ator + 
> general of the Finances of Egypt, ts the EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY. 


Citizen Directors, 


I HAVE been exclufively charged, fince the arrival of the army in Egypt, 
with the adminiſtration of the finances, and of the other departments con- 
nected with the political economy of this country. 

I conceive I owe you, atter the departure of General Bonaparte, and in 

the critical ſituation in which he leit us, a conciſe but faithful repreſentation 
of the obſervations which I have collected, and the political opinions which 
naturally flow from them. 
Travellers, and even the agents of the French Government, who have 
been in Egypt, have ſo cordially agreed in the exaggerated ideas which they 
have diſſeminated reſpecting the natural riches, and the treaſures which this 
country contains, that a refidence of fifteen months, with multiplied re- 
fearches, and experiments by a great number of enlightened men, have not 
vet totally effaced the falſe impreſſions they had given. | 

The ordinary revenues, including the cuſtoms, were eſtimated from 49 to 
$0,000,000; fome have even carried them as far as 60,000,000. 

They can only be reckoned, in time of peace, at 19,000,000 : a ſyſtem 
of commerce well managed, and well protected, might raiſe them to 
29,000,000. 5 

In time of war (ſuch as that in which we have been inceſſantly engaged) 
the revenues do not, by any means, exceed 12 or 13, ooo, ooo. 

Abundance in Egypt depends, firſt, on a good Nile; and, ſecondly, on the 
diſtribution of the water: every year the canals muſt be cleaned out, the dikes 
repaired, and cart taken that none of tliem be cut ſooner or later than the 
common intereſt appears to require. = 

The diſtribution and the maintenance of the canals are very far from being 
carried here to-that degree of utility which one would expect to find in a 
country, whoſe fertility entirely depends on the obſervation of theſe two 
circumſtances. 


— — 


* This is the longeſt letter yet received from Egypt, and, in many reſpects, the 
moſt important. It is no exaggeration to fay, that it contains truer views of the 
finances, polity, &c. of that country, than moſt of the volumes written expreſsly on 
the ſubject. But it is not in this light alone that this mafterly production comes re- 
commended to the reader; it corroborates all Klever's ſtatements ; it paints the mi- 
ſeries of Bonaparte's deſerted troops in the moſt forcible manner; and it ſeems expreſsly 
drawn up (from an elaborate examination of facts) to prepare the French Government 
for the news they will ſhortly receive, either of the total loſs of the“ Army of the 
Eaft,” or Egypt. This will not come unexpectedly on Bonaparte, though, with a 
diflimulation equal to his cruelty, he affected to take no notice, in the letter which 5. 
left behind him, of any wants that might not be removed by a ſupply of powder, &c. 
ot any diſtreſſes that might not be relieved by a company of comedians ! 
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Even when the Nile is good, a great quantity of land remains unculti- 
vated, for want of order in cutting the dikes : but when the Nile is bad, or 
middling, the-loſs is ten times greater than it ought to be, becauſe all the 
villages being equally afraid of wanting water, thoſe who border on the 
river haſten, before the proper time, to cut the dikes ; which is never done 
without a conteſt with the villages intereſted in oppoſing it: and by this in- 
conſiderate method of — A 77 part of the water, already ſo 
ſcarce, is loſt without procuring the leaſt advantage. 

But however productive the harveſts may be, they cannot, under the 
preſent ſyſtem, increaſe the revenues of the Government, although it be 
itſelf proprietor of two-thirds of the lands of Egypt; while, on the other 
hand, a bad Nile diminiſhes them conſiderably. f FEES 

The Egyptian ſyſtem of finance is entirely feudal. | 

The peaſant ploughs and ſows for his own advantage, in conſideration of 
a fixed rent which he pays in money, or in kind, to the proprietor. 

This rent may be divided into three diſtin heads. 

The Miri this is a kind of ground-rent due to the Grand Seignior ; the 
proprietor receives and pays it in to the Effendi appointed to collect it, 

This miri, impoſed on the lands, amounts to 3,000,000 livres, according 
to all the rent-roils which fell into my hands, 

The ſecond kind of rent is called Fazs ; it is the quit-rent, or neat income, 
originally appropriated to the proprietor : it amounts, like the former, for 
all the lands, thoſe of Government included, to 3,000,000. - 

The third kind is called Barani, or Moudaſ; it is compoſed, firſt, of an 
over-charge of income, laid on by the proprietor by way of ſupplement to 
the fas, Secondly, of extraordinary requiſitions of every kind, made on 
the village, either of money or of produce. Thirdly, of expenſes cauſed 
by the paſſage of the troops, or by the viſits of the proprietor. Fourthly, 
of all the official charges of the village and the province, pious foundations, 
&c. &c. Theſe united, produce from all the landed property of Egypt, 
6, 400, ooo. x 

Befides this, there is a ſum of 1,300,000 ariſing from the duties which the 
Cachefs uſed to collect for their own advantage in the provinces which they 

overned. | | 
. Thus it appears that the ſum total of the revenues in ſpecie which are 
raiſed from the cultivators of the lands of Egypt (excluſive of the immenſe 
peculations of the Copts who collect them) amounts pretty nearly to 
1 4,000,000, | | 

From theſe muſt be deducted 3,200,000 livres for the Fats and the barants 
of the lands which do not appertain to the Government, and which are eſti- 
mated at a third of Egypt: there will then remain to the Government 


10, 800,00. : 
It is not poſſible to obtain more than this, without making advances, or 


exactions. : 
To this revenue muſt be added the fais and baraxi which is paid in kind, 
This only takes place in the provinces of Upper Egypt. | 
This is eſtimated at 1,800,000 quintals of all kinds of grain, for that portion 
which belongs to the Government : taking the whole as equivalent to 
1,000,000 quintals of gcod wheat, at 3 livres r0 ſols each, it will amount 


to 3,500,009 livres. | 
| E 


* 
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From this muſt be deducted 850,000 for the expenſes of collecting 
and carrying, which amount to 17 ſols for every quintal delivered at Cairo: 
there remain then 2,650,000 livres. ESD 

In time of peace the produce of the cuſtoms and of the other indirect 
duties is uſually ſtated at about 5,000,000, | 
The Mint produces 7 59,090. | 2 

From this it appears that the revenues of the Government in time of 
peace will be 19, 200, ooo livres; but in the fate of war in which we are, 
the cuſtoms and indirect revenues do not produce more than 1, 500,000, 

The grain of Upper Egypt which is not fold on the ſpot, and which we 
have not ſufficient means to bring down the country, will not produce more 
than a million. 

The diſcharges that muſt be given to the villages for the lands not wa- 
tered, will amount to more than 1,599,099. ? 

There muſt ſtill be deducted a number of charges and penſions granted 
to the country, and which we have been obliged to continue ; the expenſes 
of the caravan to Mecca, which were partly ſupplied by us laſt year, and 
which muſt be wholly fo, this; the expenſes of the Divans of the Pro- 
vinces, and of the Janiſſaries of the country: all theſe will take off nearly 
3,000,000, 

It is not poſſible, then, to take the revenues appropriated to the army at 
more than, 9 or 10, ooo, ooo; of this ſum there only remains about 2, ooo, ooo 
to be obtained from this period to the 2oth of December next. 

General Bonaparte levied, in the firſt months of our arrival, on the dif- 
ferent nations, and on the merchants, about 4,000,000 livres of extraordi- 
nary contributions. He alto laid a duty of two-fifths of a year's revenue 
on the landed property of individuals, which brought in about 1,200,000. 

Theſe expedients are worn out. No more extraordinary contributions 
can be looked for in a country where all trade has been at an end for nine- 
teen months. The money of the Chriſtians is. exhauſted ; we cannot atk 
the Turks for any without occaſioning a revolt; and, beſides, we ſhould in 
no caſe obtain it. The money is hid; and the Turks, ſtill more than the 
Chriſtians, ſuffer themfelves to be impriſoned, to be beaten in the moſt 
cruel manner ; nay, SOME OF THEM HAVE EVEN SUFFERED TMEIR HEADS 
TO BE CUT OFF RATHER THAN DISCOVER WHERE THEY HAD CON» 
CEALED THEIR TREASURES *, | 

The collection of the revenues begins in November for the rice-grounds ; 


in January for the land appropriated to wheat, and other articles which pay 


in money; and in June tor thoſe which pay in kind. | 

The peaſantry are ſtill more tenacious of their money than the inhabitants 
of the towns ; they never pay but when they are abſolutely forced to it, and 
even then ſous by ſous : their money is hid, their produce and their other 
property buried in the ground; they know they muſt pay at laſt, and that, 
by doing it voluntarily, and at the regular periods, they might fave them- 


_ 7 
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* This moſt admirable plan of tax- gathering, which Bonaparte has introduced with 
ſuch eclat into Egypt (the country which, as he ſays, he went to civilize and en- 
lighten), though worthy of his unbounded talents for finance, is not of his invention 
he acquired the knowledge of it during his apprenticeſhip under Robeſpierre, who 
with his wonted iacetiouſneſs, uſed to call the operation of the guillotine, coininG ! 


n 
ſelves from thoſe violent meaſures which always coſt them double, or ruin 
them. They prefer waiting for a column of troops; if they ſee them 
coming, they immediately flee with their wives, their children, and their 
cattle; and the ſoldiers find nothing at their arrival but a number of empty 
hovels. If they fancy themſelves ſtrong enough to reſiſt, they give battle, 
and call in the neighbouring villages, and even the Arabs, to their aſſiſt · 
ance. They have always ſcouts abroad to give them timely notice of the 
approach of the troops. FE 

Sometimes it is poſſible to ſeize the chiefs of the village. They are 
thrown into priſon, and kept there till the village has diſcharged what is 
due: this expedient is tedious, and* does not always ſucceed. If we are 
fortunate enough to carry off their camels, buffaloes, and ſheep, they ſuffer 
them to be fold, inſtead of attempting to recover them by paying their debt, 
and exjpole tbhemſelves to the hazard of dying with kunger, leaving their 
lands ncultivated {or the ſucceeding vear ! ane 

I therefore, abſolutely necetfary to maintain perpetually in each of 
the {ix:cen provinces of Egypt a column of eighty or a hundred men, whoſe 
fole employment is to force the villagers to pay their taxes: very frequently 
after a long and laborious round the Poidiers return with a mere trifle. | 

It is eaſy to conjeRure all the evils, the exactions, the havoc and waſte, 
and the confuſion, which commonly attend thoſe rund, and which the 
ſevereſt diſcipline can neither prevent nor remedy, | No 

An inconvenience of a very ſerious nature ariſe: to prevent the collecting 
of the taxes during the eight months in which the country is not inundated 
it is the period when the Arabs undertake their predatory incurſions, when 
landings are made on the coaſts, and when we are tlireatened with attacks 
from every quarter. It then becomes neceſſary for us to be continually- | 
fighting; and a column of troops has ſcarce begun to move forward, before 
it is compelled to fail back, in order to puniſh the revolted villages, or to 
expel the Mameloucs and the Arabs ! 

The collection of grain is ſtill more difficult. Like the tax in ſpecie, it 
is abſolutely neceſſary to compel the villages, at the point of the bayonet, to 
pay what is dne; it muſt then be taken to the magazines on the banks of 
the Nile, embarked in boats, and ſent down the river to Cairo. 

When the two fir{t ditliculties are overcome, the third, more difficult 
than either, ſtill remains, on account of the ſmall number of boats which 
can be found for theſe convoys, and the ſhore time they can be uſed, which 
is only during the four months in which the Nile is navigable. Since our 
arrival a prodigious number of boats have been cut up and burnt for want 
of other fel * ; theſe neither have, nor can by any poſhble means, be re- 
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*The exaſperation of the natives only could follow the wanton abuſe of the fur” 
niture and ornaments of the palaces of Rome, for fuel. In Egypt more is hazarded; 
they burn the boats of the Nile, the very boats which gan alone render the country 
productive to them, by the tranſport of its produce to the cafital. 

Nor is this all! there is no timber in Egypt, and it will require ages to repair the 
havoc of this accurſed expedition, which, though fleeting and tranfitory, will leave 
behind it traces of deftruction infinitely deeper than have ever. yet been inflicted on this 
unhappy country, by the numerous viſitations of Heaven and man! Already ** the 
City is in want of bread ;” and it can afford little conſolation to the inhabitants, chat 
their tyrants are involved in the ſame mifery with themſelves. A ſpeedy death, or A 
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placed; a part of what is left is conſtantly employed in following the moves 
ments of the troops who are in purſuit of Mourad Bey. 
Laſt year we were obliged to purchaſe for ready money at Cairo, not- 
withſtanding the ſcarcity of ſpecie, corn for the ſubſiſtence of the army, 
to the amount of more than zoo, ooo livres, though we had at that very 
time ſeveral millions worth in Upper Egypt. 
This year the boats have been excluſively employed in bringing down the 
Government ſtores : the conſequence of this has been an incooventence of 
another kind; the city of Cairo is in want of bread, and the uneaſineſs of 
the people on the occafion has already produced ſome degree of fer- 
mentation! 
In deſpite of all theſe diſagreeable circumſtances, there was laſt year ſome 
ſpecie in the country ; ſome had been brought in by the commerce of the 
preceding year; and yet, when Bonaparte left us, there were more than 
109,000,000 fill due to the army, of which the mere pay of the troops amounted 
#d 4,000,000. 
At preſent the ſpecie has entirely diſappeared ; nothing is now to be 
ſeen but medins *, which circulate from hand to hand wit inconceivable 
rapidity ! | | 
This coin bears but little more than a third of the intrinſic value of the 
other coins. Before the war, Spaniſh dollars were brought here in abun- 
dance, and the medins carried away; at preſent the dollars are all taken off 
by the coffee trade with Yemen, where they are ſent to the mint, and melted 
down; ſo that, like the gold coin, they become more valuable as they be- 
come more ſearce, and the medins more plentiful. The conſequence of 
this is, a riſc in the price of every article, and a number of obſtacles in the 
Circulation of caſh. | | 

The preſent ſuperabundance of all the mercantile productions of Eyypt, 
ariſing from the total ceſſation of foreign trade, is a circumſtance ſtill more 
diſagreeable: it will complete the ruin of this country; for the villzges 
being obliged to pay us always the ſame ſums, and unable either to export, 
or to find a market for, their produce at home, will ſpeedily ſee their in- 
habitants reduced to the laſt ſtage of miſery ; while the army, which had ſo 


more ſpeedy flight, will put an end to the ſufferings of theſe ; while thoſe will linger 
on amidft the agonies of their families, or drop, exhauſted with hunger, in the filent 
and deſerted ſtreets of the once populous Grand Cairo. 

* A copper coin of nearly the value of an Engliſh halfpenny. Here is a lamentable 
falling off from the louis, with which former letters repreſented the French as playing 
at ducks and drakes! What can have become of the 20,000,000 livres which Bonaparte 
affiimed to the Directory his ſoldiers had found on the bodies of the Mameloucs, killed 
at the Battle of the Pyramids?“ (intercepted Correſpondence, Part iſt, pp. 64, 166.) 
It cannot have found its way to France, unleſs in the pockets of Bonapatte : and even 
this may reaſonably be doubted, fince both Poufficlgue and Dugua feern to hint that 
this renowned General before his flight- was reduced to the necefiity of robbing the 
military cheſt, Pe! 8 | 

But to return to the 20,000,000 livres: ſhall it be ſaid that the Mameloues recovered 
hem again on the bodies of the French they have killed? The one is juſt as likely 
as the other : and body for body (for no advantage is meant to be taken of the ſuperior 
pumbers of the latter that have fallen), there is little hazard in maintaining that the 
Mameloucs have found as many louis as the French. 
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much difficulty to procure money while there was yet ſome in the country, 
will ſhortly be deprived of it altogether. 

The military cheſt is always empty; and for a conſiderable period to 
come, we have not the moſt diſtant proſpect of receiving more than 2 or 
390,000 livres a month, while the ordinary expenſes amount to more than 
1,300,000 for the ſame ſpace of time *. 

The natives of this country, notwithſtanding their frequent inſurrections, 
may be conſidered as a mild and tractable people; but they cannot be 
truſted ; they are beſides very far from /ving us, although they have been 
treated with more kindueſs than was cver yet ſhown to any conquered 

ople +!!! | 

he difference of manners, that extremely important one of language, 
and, above all, their religion, form obſtacles of the moſt inſuperable nature 
to every thing like a ſincere aſfection. 

They hate the government of the Mameloucs; they dread the yoke of 
Conſtantinople; but they will never be brought to endure ours, but in the 
hope of ultimately ſhaking it off. The only —— they might be diſpoſed 
to grant, is, to allow us the preference of all the nations which THEY call 
Chriſtians þ. | 

We have here, on every fide of us, ten thouſand ſecret enemies to one 
open friend ! | 

We had ſucceeded in maintaining a good intelligence with the Cherif of 
Mecca ; and tize letters which he wrote to Bonaparte and myſelf had quieted 
for an inſtant the conſciences of the Muſſulinen in this country: but we con- 
jecture, from ſome ſpies which he has ſent to Cairo fince the arrival of the 
Grand Vizier at Damaſcus, that he has changed his opinion, and, in con- 
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* This paragraph is fo palpable a contradiction of the account delivered in by Bo- 
naparte to the Legiſlative Commuffions, and at the ſame time ſo confonant to the ſtate- 
ments of Kleber, Dugua, &c. that if the General be not incapable of ſhame, he muſt 
fink with confuſion at the ſight of it. | 

It appears from the official papers, that he made thoſe Commiſſions grant a credit to 
the Miniſter of War of 12,000,000 livres for the army in Egypt, affaring them at the 
ſame time that this vote “ would be no burden on the French finance, as ample proviſion 
was already made out of the revenue of Ex ypt, to ſupfiſy all thetr wants. 

In this manner did he render nugatory the only proſpect of relief held out to the troops 
whom he had abandoned, and this too, when he knew the depth of miſery into which 
he had. plunged them, and which he increaſed to the utmoſt of his power by taking 
with him the laſt farthing of the military cheſt. | | 

+ Theſe tradtable Egyptians muſt ſurely be the moſt perverſe mules that ever exifted ! 
To revolt againſt the French, who uſe them more kindly than any conquered people 
was ever uſed; who only “ cut their heads off,” to obtain their money, and “ point 
their bayonets at their breaſts,” to make them give up every thing elſe, argues a degree 
of ingratitude equal to the inſenſihility they all ſhow in not /avizg ſuch exquiſite bene- 
factors! and of which Pouſſielgue fo feelingly complains. 

Seriouſly, what muſt be the treatment whfch they undergo, to force ſo mild a people to 
ſuch frequent revolts? and what muſt be the inhuman inſolence of the French, to 
give ſuch a name to thoſe natural expreſſions of indignation at the barbarous rapacity 
of their tyrants ? | 

1 Tur call,” is well put in—for it is likely that the Egyptians have fallen into 
= ſame error as the poor Peruvians, who took Chriſtian to be ſynonimous with 
Spaniard, | 
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ſequence of the inſinuations of the Engliſh, who have a force in the Red 
Sea, gone over to our enemies. 
We had 31,000 effective men on our arrival in Egypt. There were then 
only Mameloucs and Arabs to fight; and yet theſe conſtantly and exclu- 
fively occupied the whole attention of the army to the end of ſanuary. 

At preſent the Mameloucs, though diſperſed, are notwithſtanding almoſt 
all in exiſtence; and may, whenever the attention of the army ſhall be 
otherwiſe occupied, reunite with the utmoſt promptitude: they have only 
loft four or five inferior chiefs ; the principal ones who. remain are till 
powerful, and have a confiderable degree of intereſt, 

The Arabs are not at all diminithed ; they hate us as much as they did at 
our arrival ; and their wandering kind of hte renders us no objects of ap- 
prehenſion to them. x 

When we firft landed, the Egyptians believed, as wz roLD THEM, that 
it was with the conſent of the Grand Signior, and they ſubmitted with more 
dociiity : at preſent they are pertectly convinced of the contrary, Thoſe 
who appear to be in our intereit conceive theinſelves authorized, BY OUR 
LIE, to betray us: they will certainly do it on the firſt occaſion * ; and 
their hearts were bounding with joy when the landing took place at 
Aboukir in Auguſt laſt. 

But when to theſe numerous enemies, in the midſt of whom we live, are 
added thoſe from without ; when the Grand Vizier, with the principal 
otficers of the Ottoman Court, is aſſembling all the forces of the empire to 
attack us in different points at once, by land and fea, aſſiſted too by Eng- 
land and Ruſſia; when he calls upon all the people of this country to riſe 
againſt us; and finally, when the few Arabs whom he had attached to us 
leave ns to go over to him; it is not diſſicult to diſcover that our fituation. 
is deſperate | | 

The enemy loſes an army; he raiſes another inſtantly. He was beaten 
at Mount Tabor, two months after he was beaten at Aboukir; the ſame 
period is elapſed, and he is again ready to be beaten at Salahieh! But every 
victory carries off ſome of our beſt troops, and their loſs cannot be repaired. 
A DEFEAT WOULD ANNIHILATE Us ALL TO THE LAST MAN; AND 
HOWEVER BRAVE THE ARMY MAY BE, IT CANNOT LONG AVERT THAT 
FATAL EVENT! | 

The war has deprived us of a number of excellent officers, ſuch as Ge- 
neral Caffarelli, General Dommartin, General Bon, General Rambault, and 
General Dupuis; it has alſo deprived us of almoſt the whole corps of En- 
gineers , and of a very conſiderable part of the Chiefs of Brigade, both of 
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* Can Pouſſielgue wonder that a2 people ſo grofsly deceived ſhould feel the wiſh 
of deceiving in their turn? He is too ſeniible a man not to affure himſelt, if he reflects 
for a moment, that the ſyſtem of fraud begun by themſelves, will be propagated to all 
around them. Fidelity and attachment can never conſitt with that inveterate ſyſtem of 
falſehood which has marked the commencement and progreſs of the whole conduct of 
France towards Egypt. 
: Non bene conveniunt, nec in una {ede morantur. | 

+ This corroborates a ſtriking paftag- in a letter of Lacuce, an officer of this corps, to 
his uncle. Intercepted Correſpondence, Part II. p. 135. 

The concluſion of this paragraph conveys a tacit reproach to Bonaparte for depriving 
an army fo circumftanced, of its Generals. That he would take Berthier with him, 
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infantry and cavalry. Several able Generals have left us, and Bonaparte 
has taken five with him. 

The army, without clothes, and, above all, without arms, and without 
ſtores of any kind, reduced to leſs than two thirds of its original numbers, 
has now no more than eleven thouſand men capable of taking the field, 
although about thirteen or fourteen thouſand a pear under arms : this is 
owing to the appearance of a great number of ſoldiers at the roll-call, who 

refer, ſick and wounded as they are, doing duty at their quarters to ſtaying 
in the hoſpitals or in the depots. When they are wanted to march a little 
farther than uſual, or to fight, the force they have put upon themſelves in- 
ſtantly appears. Wounds, ophthalmies, dyſenteries, and other diſeaſes 
not leſs common here, have abſolutely difabled the reſt of the army. 

Even thoſe who are in a condition to march, are exhauſted by fatigue, 
enfeebled by the climate, and the wounds and ſickneſſes which they have 
endured ; and their courage is proportionably diminiſhed. 

With this bandful of men, we have to cover five hundred leagues of coun- 
try; overawe three müllions of inhabitants, who may be reckoned as ſo 
many enemies; and garriſon the holds and fortreſſes of Alexandria, Ro- 
ſetta, Rahmanie, Gizeh, Beniſuef, Medine, Miniet, Siout, Girge, Kené, 
Coſſeir, Cairo, Suez, Mitt Kaniar, Salahich, El Ariſch, Bilbeis, Catieh, 
Damietta, Mantora, Semenoud, and El Benouf. Should the Grand Vizier 
attack us, we cannot oppoſe more than five or fix thouſand men to all the 
Ottoman forces which will be at his diſpoſal 3 and ſhonld he attack us in 
two places at once, he will penetrate into the country without a poſſibility 
on our fide of preventing him: this would certainly have happened to Ge- 
neral Bonaparte, if the Turks, while they were landing at Aboukir, had 
made the Syrian army advance upon Egypt ! 

In three months we ſhall be obliged to encounter, a ſecond time, that 
deſtructive malady the plague, which may make dreadful havoc amongſt 
us: this horrible proſpect diſmays the ſtouteſt hearts. | 

To put the finiſhing hand to our misfortunes, the Nile of this year has 
been extremely bad, having flowed off ſuddenly, and before the lands could 
be inundated in due ſucceſſion; we ſhall not be able to draw any contri- 
bution from the villages which have not received their water, and we are 
threatened with the moſt fr ightful miſery! | 

There is not a ſoldier, not an officer, not a general who does not moſt 
earneſtly long to return to France; perſuaded, as they all are, that they 
are ſacrificing here, without any advantage to their country, their health, 
and their lives! 

However, from the preſent ſituation of things in France, and conſidering 
that for more than fitteen months it has not been poſſible to ſend us any 
aſſiſtance, it is clear that we muſt forego the hope of having it in any time 
to do us fervice eſpecially as the favourable ſeaſon has now been ſuffered 
to pals by. 
The army ſaw with pleaſure General Kleber at their head after the de- 
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there were ftrong reaſons for believing ; but it does not appear why four others ſhould 
be ſele ded to ſhare the diſgrace of his flight, unleſs it wers to increaſe the difficu ties of 
Kleber and the deſpondency of the army. 
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parture of Genera] Bonaparte: no one is more capable of inſpiring them 
with confidence and eſteem. 

But he is full of honour, and of noble pride; and the more ſenſible he is 
of the difficulty of the raſk thus left him, the more fearful he will be of liſ- 
tening to ſentiments imperiouſly dictated by circumſtances, and the im- 
mediate intereſt of the army, but which might ſome time hence be attri- 
buted, perhaps, to timidity. 

Not having the fame reſponſibility on me, I am not afraid, Citizen Di- 
rectors, to lay before you the naked truth; and be affured that, however 
ftrong the repretentation I have jul made, you will find it but feeble and 
imperfect, if the hmits of a letter wouid allow me to enter into greater 
details. 

Egypt is a very fine country; our dreadful ſituation in it is merely the 
effect of circumſtances. It proves oy that we are arrived too ſoon, and 
that the time is not ygt come tor us to eitabliſh ourſelves. 

There is not a doubt, but that, if we were peaceable maſters of Egypt, 
we might in a few years entirely remove a great part of the evils which 
infeſt and deſolate it, ſuch as che plague and the Arabs; and give to agri- 
culture and commerce a new activity, which ſhould reſtore this country to 
its ancient {piendour, This would render it one of the fineſt colonies in 
the world, which would ſpeedily become the centre of univerſal] commerce. 

But Egypt is bounded by two ſeas (the Red Sea and the Mediterranean), 
and by deſerts. 

It is neceffary to have a powerful marine to be in a condition of ap- 
proaching it at pleaſure; and above all, to be enabled to protect its com- 


merce, and enſure all the advantages which it holds out. 


The French Republic is at prefent without a navy; it will be yet a long 
time before it can have created one capable of contending with that of our 


enemies. | 


To pretend to preſerve Egypt without having any means of ſending | 


thither, and of aſſuring the ſafety of our convoys of every kind, is merely 
to expoſe ourtelves to the hazard of being compelied to abandon it to 
Ruffia or England, who, under the pretext of driving us from it, will eſta- 
bliſh themſelves there, and very ſoon take effectual mentures to exclude us 
from it for ever. 

We might, indeed, ftill maintain ourſelves there if we had the permiſſion 
of the Porte; but if it was not thought poſſible to obtain it before our in- 
vaſion, it muſt be ſtill leis ſo now, when the Porte lies at the mercy of 
the Ruſſians and Engliſh: and even were ſhe, contrary to all appearances, 
diſpoſed, from political confiderations, to ſuffer us to occupy Egypt pro- 
viſionally, the Engliſh would never be induced to permit it. 

When the expedition to Egypt took place, we were at peace on the Con- 
tinent; we bad ftiil a conſiderable fragment of our naval force in the Me- 
diterranean; and we were in poſſeſſion of the uh, of Italy, Corfu, and 
Malta; a hope, too, might have been indulged that we ſhouid obtain the 
conſent of the Porte, at leaſt tacitly; and thus we ſhould have gained the 
end we propoſed, againſt the Engliſh; for it is my opinion, with that of all 
the world, that - our proper view was, by alarming them for the ſafety of 
their Indian poſſeſſions, to force them into a peace, advantageous for the 
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Republic, by making the evacuation of Egypt an object of compenſation for 
the reſtitutions which we ſhould in that caſe have required! | 

Bur THE FATAL ENGAGEMENT OF ABOUKIR RUINED ALL OUR 
nores, It prevented us from receiving the remainder of the forces which 
were deſtined for us; it left the field tree for the Engliſh to perſuade the 
Porte to declare war againſt us; it rekindled that which was hardly extin- 
guiſhed with the Emperor of Germany; it opened the Mediterranean to 
the Ruſſians, and planted them on our frontiers ; it occafioned the loſs of 
Italy, and the invaluable poſſeſhons in the Adriatic, which we owed to the 
ſucceſs ful campaigns of Bonaparte; and finally, it at once rendered abortive 
all our projects, unce it was no longer poſſible tor us to dream of giving the 
Engliſh any uuenſineſs in India: add to this, that the people of Egypt, 
whom we wiſhed to conſider as friends and allies, inſtantaneouſly became 
our enemics, and, entirely ſurrounded as we were by the Turks, we found 
ourſelves engaged in a moſt difficult defenſive war, without a glimpſe of the 
{lighteſt future advantage to be derived from it“. | 

At preſent we can no longer flatter ourſelves that the Engliſh will be 
prevailed on to agree to an equivalent in the articles of peace, for the eva- 
cuation of Egypt. For, in the firſt place, they know perfectly well the 
degree of weakneſs and want to which we are reduced, and which renders it 
impoſſible to undertake any thing againſt them: and in the ſecond, that 
even it we ſhould receive ſuccours (which they will uſe every means in 
their power to prevent), we ſhould not, on that account, be a jot farther ad- 
vanced while we have the Turks to contend with; and while they are aſ- 
ſured that the Porte will not make peace without their conſent, or without 
ſtipulating that the preliminary article for terminating the war, ſhall be the 
evacuation of Egypt. 

Under this point of view, our plan has totally failed ; in as much as it can 
no longer affect the Engliſh; and thus, neither as a conqueſt nor a colony, 
can there be any farther pretence for keeping poſſeſſion of Egypt. 

But there is yet another conſideration ; it is, that if we delay entering 
into a treaty (ſuch is the ſtate of weakneſs to which we are already reduced), 
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* This is a moſt magnificent deſeription of the immenſe advantages derived to the 
common cauſe of Europe, from the glorieus victory of Lord Nelſon. It is the more 
honourable for this country, as it comes from the untuſpeRted teftimony of an enemy, 
who had nothing but truth and the real intereſts of France in view, when he drew it up. 
It differs a little, it muſt be confefled, from the-ingenious ſtatement handed about by the 
friends of France in this country with ſuch prodigious applauſe, and which the reader 
may pothbly have ſeen. In that, all the advantages were, cf courſe, placed on the fide of 
France, who was made debtor (for it was quite a matter of calculation) for eleven fail 
of the line, nor {oo highly valued; and oreditor for the whole of Tuſcany and Naples; 
which, it appeared, left a balance of ſeveral millions. ſterling, errors excepted, in her 
favour! It is probable that ſhe never received them; but this detrafts nothing from 
the good will of her friends, who, on locking wiſtfully acroſs the water, have often 
ſound cauſe to cry out with Helena, , 
'tis pity 
That wifhing well had nat a body in't 
Which might be felt; that we, the poorer fort, 
Whoſe baſer ſtars do (hut us up in wiſhes, 
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there is reaſon to fear that we ſhall be too late ; that the remainder of the 
army will periſh, or that we ſha!l be obliged to evacuate the country with- 
out any conditions at all; while, on the contrary, we have it at pr-tent in 
our power to make it the price of peace with the Ottoman Empire and the 
Barbary States, the ſtrengthening our old conuexions with Conſtantinople, 
and reſuming in the Levant that excluſive commerce which we once en- 
joyed. 

; "This treaty, to which THE ENGLISH MUST BE ADMITTED AS A PARTY, 
will be a preparatory ſtep to that peace which it is, at length, more than 
time to conclude with them x. It will infallibly induce Ruſſia to declare 
war againſt the Porte, and cauſe a diverſion of the moſt important kind in 
our affairs iy Europe; «ve might even hope to regain by it what we have lofi 
in the Mediterranean. 

I have the greater confidence in this opinion, becauſe J am perſuaded 
that the Engliſh cannot ſee without ſome unealineſs, and without a ſecret 
kind of jealouſy, the progreſs of the Rutſians—a progreſs much more dan- 
gerous for them than our continental power, now that our navy is de- 
ſtroyed, and that we have loſt our maritime conqueſts. 

The only event which could poſhbly enable us to preſerve Egypt, would 
be an immediate war between Ruſſia and the Porte. All the Ottoman 
forces which are marching againſt us would inſtantly fly to protect the 
centre of the empire. In ſuch a caſe, the Grand Seignior would grant us 
peace on any terms we might think proper to aſk, 

But it is probable, that without a treaty of alliance between the French 
Republic and Ruſſia, which might be uſeful to us at this moment, but 
which would certainly be impolitic, this laſt power will only wait till the 
Porte ſha!l have made peace with us to declare war againſt her: for, by 
fighting apainſt the Turks, we diminiſh his forces and his means. This is 
toiling for Ruſſia, who, on her ſide, unable to make war againſt the Porte 
without forciug her to conclude a peace with us, attains her purpoſe, which 
is the deſtruction of that power, juſt as effectually by making war on the 
French, whom ſhe knows to be her ſole ſtay and ſupport. 

The Ottoman Empire is generally regarded as an old edifice, tottering to 
its fall. The European powers have long been preparing to divide its 
ſcattered fragments, and many politicians conceive that the cataſtrophe is 
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* This anM1S510N, Which Pouſhelgue pronounces indiſpenſable, and on whiclr he 


dawei.: with ſuch carneſtneſs towards the conclution of his moft admirable letter, ariſes 
Whole, or 4: grent part, from the hopeleſs condition of the naval force of France. 
Egypt, it is clear, :4ft be ſpeedily evacuated, or not a man of the Army of the Fat 
will be left alive: it b-comes therefore a contideration of the next importance to pre- 
ferve as much of ed remains of it as poſſible; and this can only be done bv the 
neutrality or frierciuip of the Engliſh. That another fugitive General (if another there 
be, buſe enough to ſnexk away from his poſt like a midnight thief) may, as Bonaparte did, 
effect his eſc.1c, is far from being impotiible ; but the attempt is hzzardous, and the 
ſhame (vic evea ſucceſs cannot leſſen) ſuch as a ſoldier of honour would rather die 
a thouſcnd deaths that epcounter, 7 

With a numerous Beet of tranſports, however, ſo foul and unprepared as thoſe 
in the ports of Alexandria, flight muſt be cvidently hopeleſs, and indeed impracti- 
cable, cven if there were not ſuch vigilant and gallant commanders to evade. or 
eveicome, as N:LS08, TROWBRIDGE, and Baill ER LES 


mans and the States of Barbary : 
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cloſe at hand. In this ſuppoſition, they think it but right that France 


| ſhould have her ſhare of the ſpoils ; and the part allotted to her is Egypt. 


If this fall of the Ottoman Empire (which is very far from being ſo cer- 
tain, when we conſider the diſcuſſions and the variety of oppoſitions it would 
produce amongſt the great powers of Europe, even among thoſe who might 
have combined for this very object; when we conſider ſtill further, that it 
will be eternally the intereſt of France, England, Pruſſia, and even the Em- 
pire, to oppoſe it); if this fall, I ſay, ſhould after all take place, France will 
always be in time to have Egypt. Beſides, the French will be invited there 
by the Turks themſelves, whenever the Jatter find themſelves menaced by 


the Ruſhans, whom they mortally hate. 


France is ſo fine a country; the French are ſo poweriul by their num» 
bers, their riches, and their ſituation with reſpect to the other continental 
powers, that they cannot poſſivly gain any thing by a total overthrow of the 
Spfhem of Europe; while, at the ſame time, this overthrow may give birth to 
a new and preponderating power, which ſhall deprive them of all their ad- 
vantages in the Mediterranean. | 

Weighing all theſe circumſtances, Citizen Directors, I cannot but con- 
clude that we are too diſtant, and that events operate too rapidly, to permit 
us to wait for your orders before we take our reſolution ; at leaſt we cannot 
do ſo without compromiſing the intereſts of the Republic, the ſafety and the 
honour of the remains of the army : | n 

That we muſt infallibly evacuate Egypt, eſtabliſhing, as the price of this 
facrifice, a peace, together with all our ancient connexions, with the Otto- 

That all which you have now to hope for, whatever may be your views 
on Egypt, depends upon the preſent intentions of General Kleber, which 
are to retard the evacuation as long as poſſihle by the delays which he will 
endeavour to introduce into the negotiation ; it, after all, we are happy 
enough to be permitted to negotiate : 

That finally, if the evacuation ſhould take place without waiting for 


your orders, it will only be, becauſe it was inevitable; and becauſe, in the 


ſtate of ignorance in which we all are, reſpecting the real ſituation of 
France, and of Europe, this evacuation was imperiouſly called for by pru- 
dence, and was not inconſiſtent with our political intereſts, 


Health and reſpect. 
E. Poss iE SUR. 
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No, XIII. 
LIBERTY. EQUALITY. 
85 Cairo, October 13, 1799. 


Ducva*, General of Divifion, to Citizen Bax RAS, Director. 


Citizen Director, 


HAVE written ſeveral letters to you fince the arrival of the army in 
Egypt; I know not if any of them have reached you; very few private 
letters have arrived at the place of their deſtination +, 

Ii .oned to you, in ſome of theſe letters, that I was exceedingly 
anxious to return to France; but this anxiety was ſubordinate to the defire 
of returning there in a flattering manner, and not with an air of having 
quitted the army through diſguſt or fickleneſs; or through fear, either of 
the plague, or of the numerous enemies, Ruſſians, Engliſh, Turks, Arabs, 
and Mamelouts, which threaten Egypt in four or five different points 
Alexandria, El Ariſch, the Red Sea, and the Deſert, 

I ſeize the opportunity of your couſin's return, to give you a few details 
reſpecting our actual fituation, which, perhaps, has not yet been ſet before 
you in its e I bad the command of two thirds of Egypt during 
the expeditions of Syria and Aboukir. I xxow its produce, its reſources, 
the ſtrength of the places, hich /ome people call fortreſſes, the roads by 
which they may be avoided, the diſpoſition of the inhabitants, the ſtate of 
the army, of the arſenals and the magazines, and the finances. I am about 
to preſent you with a rapid ſketch of all theſe various objects; and you will 
then be enabled to judge if it be not abſolutely indiſpenſable for Govern- 
ment to come to our immediate aſſiſtance. 

I ſhall ſay but little to you on the departure of the General. It was only 
communicated to thoſe who were to accompany him. It was precipitated, 
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* Though laſt not leaſt. If there be yet any doubts of the falſehood, incompetence, 
and unfeeling barbarity of Bonaparte, this excellent letter muſt effectually remove 
them. It is written by an officer high in command, confident of his knowledge, 
and appealing without heſitation to his eftabliſhed character for the credit of facts 
which Bonaparte will now find it impoflible to palliate or deny. 

+ This alludes to a ciccumſtance frequently hinted at in the courſe of this Cor- 
reſpondence. A very general perſuation prevailed in the army, that the letters of 
individuals were examined by Bonaparte's orders; and, if found hoſtile to his VIEWS, 
kept back and deftroyed. 

A ſuſpicion of this nature can neither be proved nor diſproved here; indeed it ſa 
Happens, that it is of no conſequence either way, fi:.-e the heli that he was capable 
of ſuch a crime does him as little honour as the actual commiſlion of it. | : 

For the reſt, it is needleſs to call the reader's attention by light remarks from the 
perulal of this moſt important document. It contrawlicts the General's ſtatements in 
every point, and that with a boldneſs derived from ſuperior knowledge and truth: 
it arraigns the baſe and cowardly deſertion of his army in terms of ftrong and 
manly indignation ; and it ſpeaks of the ſufferings and deſpair of that deſerted army in 
a manner that, if there be one ſpark of feeling, one ſentiment of honour vet leit in 
France, will produce a cry of univerſal indignation and kotror, and diise ue 1% 
ora FURTIYIGHT® Het Nis ih inary throng, 
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The army was thirteen days without a Commander in Chief. There was 
not a ſous in any of the military cheſts; no part of the ſervice arranged 
the enemy ſcarce retired from Aboukir was ſtill before Damietta. Such was 
our ſituation at Cairo from the 18th of Auguſt to the zoth. 

I confeſs to you, Citizen Director, that I could never have belteved 
General Bonaparte would have abandoned us in the condition in ehick 
Wwe Were ; without money, without poxuder, without ball, and one part of 
the ſoldiers without arms, Alexandria is a vaſt entrenched camp, which 
the expedition into Syria has deprived of a conſiderable portion of the heavy 
artillery neceſſary for its defence. Lefbe, near Damietta, is ſcarcely walled 
in; part of the wall of El Ariſch is tumbling of itſelf. Debts to an enor- 
mous amount; more than a third of the army deſtroyed by the plague, 
the dyſentery, by ophthalmia, and by the war; that which remains almoſt 
naked, and the enemy but eight days march from us! Whatever may be 
told you at Paris, this deſcription is but too true. You know me to be 
incapable of impoſing on you by a falſe one, 

A numerous army is aſſembling in Syria; fleets, of which we know not 
the ſtrength, threaten our coaſts, which we know to be acceſſible in many 
places. The Commander in Chief cannot bring together more than 7000 
fighting men; the enemy have it in their power to make three ſeparate at- 
tacks at the ſame time hat can 7000 men (and thoſe neceſſarily divided) 
hope to do? | | 

We have againſt us the Muſſulman fanaticiim, which cannot be ſoftened 
or diminiſhed ; the idea of a Chriſtian government 1s a real torment for 
the people. The ſevereſt examples do not prevent the country people from 
riling againſt us at the leaſt report to our diſadvantage, or at the moſt in- 
ſignificant frman diſperſed againſt us. 

The country, however, is very fine; the poſſeſſion of it may be uſeful, 
to the Republic in many points of view. The productions of every, 
quarter of the globe may be raiſed here. If theſe advantages determine the 


' . Government to exert itſelf to preſerve Egypt, there is not a moment to 


loſe; mien, arms, powder, lead, cannon-balls, & c. &c. muſt be ſent us 
without the ſmalleſt delay. 

If the Government cannot ſuccour vs, if it cannot appeaſe the Ottoman 
Court, and recall it to its true intereſts; if, in ſhort, we are abandoned here 
to ourſelves, compelled to continue fighting, one againſt ten, to ſtruggle 
with the moſt cruel maladies, all that France will ever ſee again of the 
« Army of Egypt,” will be the maimed and the blind, if the Turks thould 
have the humanity to ſend them back. The reſt will periſh here, exhauſted 
by their fatignes and their victories ! 

I repeat my ſolemn aſſurances, Citizen Director, that what you have juſt 
read is the moſt exact truth. A thouſand reaſons may have prevented its 
being hitherto fairly laid before you. I have done it, becauſe I perſuade 
myſelf that 1 could not have given you a more convincing proof of my 
Gucere attachment; and becauſe I owe theſe details of the © Army of 


„Egypt“ to the Government and to my country. 
Health and reſpect. 


Dugua. 
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| | No. XV. 
Tanner from Bowaranrte't the GRAND VIZ IRE, dated 4. . . 1214 
| > 9A (Mahometan Era). : 


To nis ExcELLENCY THE SUPREME VIZIER, ABSOLUTE VICAR OP 
THE GREATEST OF THE GREAT, OF THE JUDICIOUS AND INTEI- 
LIGENT, AND OF THE GREATEST OF ALL THE MONARTRHS OF THE 


” 


EARTH, THE EMPEROR OF THE OTTOMANS *, | = 


—n 


| 12 object of the preſent letter, addreſſed to your Excellency, and 
tranſmitted by the hands of the Effendi made priſoner at Aboukir, is to 
furniſh you with a faithful view of the ſtate of things in Arabia: and, by 
putting an end to the war which has taken place between the Sublime Porte 

and the French Republic, to give peace to thoſe two powers, 
Alas! why, after having been friends for fo many years, do they now 
find themſelves at war? Is it þecauſe the boundaries of the two States are 
fo diſtant from each other that they fight? Ts it becauſe the Courts of 
Germany and Ruſſia border on the territories of the Sublime Porte that they 

have united themſelves with it ? 3 
* Your Excellency cannot be ignorant that the French nation, without ex- 
ception, is extremely attached to the Sublime Porte. Endowed. as your 
Excellency is with the moſt diſtinguiſhed talents, and acquainted with the 
zeal intereſts of Courts, can it have eſcaped you that the Ruſſians and 
Auſtriatts have conſpired, once for all, againſt the Sublime Porte, and that 
the French, on the contrary, are uſing every poſſible effort to counteract their 
wicked deſigns? Your Excetlency knows that the Ruſſians are the enemies 
of the Muſſulman faith, and that Paul the Third r, Emperor of Ruſſia, as 
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* Ther are two copies of this curious ſtate paper : the one, faithfully tranſlated 
from the Arabic by the Turkiſh Covetmnent, and tranſmitted from Conſtantinople ; 
the other, looſely, but elegantly rendered from the ſame original by the French, and 
found amongſt the Intercepted Papets. . 
The firſt only is tranſlated, as being infinitely more to be relied on than that ſo 
Alaborately framed at Cairo, and expreifly calculated for the meridian of Paris. The 
| ge _ _ however, of both is the ſame: an incidental variation or two will 
ced. a | 
| To remark upon the particular points of this paper would be endleſs. Whoever ſits 
| down to peruſe it maſt prepare himſelf for all that ignorance, blaſphemy, meannefs, 
', and hypocriſy—all that miſrepreſentation, defeating its own purpoſe, and fwlſehood, ſo 
[i grofs as to be felt, can ſuggeſt to a contracted and refileſs mind, incapable of ditecting 
dy ſcheme of policy, yet pteſumptuouiſy venturing upon all. : 
F + This Paul the Third is an Empetor of Bonaparte's own creation. Since the French 
|| hid aſſde the Red Book, they have fallen into ſtrange errors! One of their profound 
Negiſlators lately exclaimed, amidſt the ſhouts of the admiring ſenate: What! Francis 
| | p- 3 dare to brave the anger of the Great Nation ] Well, he ſhall be Francis the 
But how muſt the Grand Vizier (acquainted, as Bonaparte ſays he is, with the in- 
tereſt of Courts, and who muſt be ſuppoſed to be ſo, in ſome degree, whether he had 
ſaid it or no), how muſt he have ſmiled, with mingled pity and contempt, at the ſot- 
tiſn ſtupidity, the whining and hypocritical cant of the perſon to whom the intereſts of 
a powerful nation were entruſted ! | 
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Grand Maſter of Malta, that is to fay, Chief Knight, has ſolemnly ſworn 
enmity to the Muſſulmen. The French have aboliſhed the Order of Malta, 
iven liberty to the Mahometan priſoners detained there, and have the ſame 
lief as themſelves, that There is n» God but the true God *. It is then 
"P ſtrange that the Sublime Porte ſhould declare war on the French, its 
real and fincere friends; and contract alliances with the Ruſſians and Ger- 
mans, its declared enemies. / ? 8 
When the French were neceſſarily of the ſect of the Meſſiah, they were 
the friends of the Sublime Porte; now, that they are, as it were, united 
by the ſame religion, that Power declares war againſt them f! The 
Courts of England and Ruſſia have led the Sublime Porte iuto an error. 
We have informed it by letters of our intended expedition into Arabia; but 
thoſe Couris found means to intercept and conceal our papers :; and, as 
if I had not proved to the Sublime Porte that the French Republic, far 
from wiſhing to deprive it of its domains, had not even the ſmalleſt inten- 
tion of making war on it ; His Moſt Glorious Majeſty, Sultan Selim, gave 
credit to the Engliſh, and conceived an averſion for the French, his ancient 
friends, Is not the kind treatment which the ſhips of war and merchant- 
men belonging to the Sublime Porte, in the different ports of Arabia, ex- 
perienced at my hands, a ſufficient proof of the extreme deſire, and love 
of the French Republic, for peace and amity ? The Sublime Porte, without 
waiting for the arrival of the French Miniſter Deſcorches, who had already 
left France for Conſtantinople, and without inquiring what were the 
motives for my conduct, declared war againſt the French, with the moſt unac- 
countable precipitation p. Although 1 was informed of this war, I diſ- 
patched Beauchamp, Conſul of the Republic, in the Caravel, in full con» 
fidence of terminating it; and while I was expecting the anſwer of the 
Sublime Porte by the ſame conveyance, I found-that he had beea thrown 
into prifon, and Turkiſh troops diſpatched to Gaza, with orders to take 
poſſeſſion of Arabia, | | 
Upon this I thought it more adviſable tq, make war there than in the 
2 of Egypt; and I was obliged, in Jpite of myſelf, to croſs the 
elert. \ | I 2a 


—— — — * a 


* A ſentence taken from the Coran. In the original it is properly marked as a 
uotation. a © # 
7 + This precious fentiment is thus expreſſed in the intercepted tranſlation : So then, 
« the Sauhlime Porte, which was the friend of France while ſhe was a Chriſtian nation, 
% has declared war againſt her the inſtant ſhe adopted, as it were, the Muſſulman 
« faith!“ | at, 

t This affertion is poſitively contradicted by Kleber; who labours to excuſe” the 
French Government to the Porte, for the omiſſion of this information, by alleging the 
neceſſity of ſecrecy as to the object of the armainent. 

Kleber had Bonaparte's letter before him when he introduced this remarkable devia- 
tion from it. What muſt have been that General's opjnion—what muſt now be the 
opinion of the world, of its veracity ? 3 | 
8 The drudgery of remarking on this effuſion-of folly and wickedneſs is inconceivable. 
In conſequence oF the juft indignation of the Porte at the invaſion of Egypt, Deſcorches 
was diſpatched to inform it of the amicable intentions of France m this a of unpro- 
yoked hoſtility. Vet Bonaparte has the ſtupid infolence to make the crime of the Porte 
to be, the not waiting for Deſcorches arrival!!! | 
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| Although my army is as innumerable as the ſands of the ſea *, full of | 
| _—_— inured to war in the 1 degree, and victorious; although it is 


completely provided with every thing of which it can ſtand in need: though 
I have caſtles and fortreſſes of prodigious ſtrength, and though the centre 
| and the extremities of the Deſert are fortified by batteries of cannon; al- 
though I have no fear nor apprehenſion of any kind; though I have no 
| precautions to take, and that it is impoſſible for me to be overcome ;—ne- 
vertheleſs, out of commiſeration for the human race, reſpect for thoſe 
| bonourable ways of proceeding which are reſpected by all nations, and, 
above all, out of a dedre to be reunited with the firſt and trueſt of our 
| allies, His Moſt Glorious Majeſty Sultan Selim, I now make manifeſt my 
| diſpoſition for peace. It is certain that the Sublime Porte can never realize 
| its wiſhes by force of arms, and that its happineſs can only be effectual 
by a pacific conduct. Whatever armies may march againſt Cairo, I can re- 
pulſe them all. —And ye: I will facilitate, as much as poſſible, every propo- 
fition' which ſhall be made me tending to peace, The inſtant the Sublime 
Porte ſhall have detached itſelf from our 'enemies, the Ruthans and Engliſh, 
there cannot be a doubt but that the French Republic will renew and re- 
eſtabliſh, in the completeſt manner, the baſes of peace and triendſhip with 
the Sublime Porte. 8 | | 

It will be better for you to ceaſe your exertions in forming armies, and 
amaſſing proviſions and warlike ſtores to no purpoſe. Your enemy is not 
in Arabia, He is in Bulgaria, at Corfu, and, by your'miſtaken policy, in 
the heart of the Mediterranean. Augment the number of your thips, put 
them in good order, and form a corps of able cannoniers. Let not the ſa- 
cred banner of the Prophet be diſplayed againſt the French, but prepare 
yourſelves to make uſe of it againſt the Germans and Rufhans, who, after 
ſmiling at the rupture, which, has fo inconſiderately and imprudently taken 
place hetween us, will ſuddenly raife their heads, and, with a loud and 
Piercing cry, offer you the moſt byrdenſome propoſitions. 
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* It is but juſt to obſerve, that there is a conſiderable variation in the ſenſe of the 
correſponding paſſages in this and the intercepted copy. That ſays—““ My army is 
« ſtrong, perfectly diſciplined, and amply provided with every thing that can render it 
1 victorious over your armies, though they be as innumerable as the ſands of the ſea.” 
+ Whether this qui-pro-quo ariſes from the imperfe& wording of the Arabic, er from an 
idea in Bonaparte, that the original rhodumontade was too extravagant for France, can- 
not be told. The Turks could have no temptation to exaggerate the abſurdity of this 
matchleſs production. Enough remained, though this boatt had been withdrawn, to 
provoke the bitter ſmile of the Ottoman Court. But what muſt have been the ſenſa- 
tions of the Grand Vizier, when he heard Bonaparte vaunt of the ample- manner in 
which his army was ſupplied, when (as it appears from Kleber) he well knew it to be 
; periſhing with want; or of his being invincible, when the whole of his (the Vizier's) 
long march, from Damaſcus to Gaza, had been over the mangled carcaſes of the 
9 _ whom the General had left to the byznas of Syria, in his hafty and diſgraceful 

t: | 
With 4his obfervation this letter is left to the ſcorn of the world. 
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The Engliſh reader, when he compares it with BoNATARTE“s parting inſtruttions to D 
|; KLEBER, will not fail to be ſtruck with the sixcERITY of an overture, which is not ta 
be followed up at all except 1500 Frenchmen ſhall have died of the plague, and which, 

in that caſe, is to be followed up only by a negotiation PURELY TO GAIN TINE. 
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If you wiſh to have Egypt—tell me ſo. France has never entertained 
an idea of taking it out of the hands of the Sublime Porte, and ſwallowing. 
| it up. Give authority to your Miniſter who is at Paris, or ſend ſome one 
to Egypt, with full and unlimited powers, and all ſhall be arranged without 
animoſity, and to your wiſh. | | | 
Enter upon the way that will enable you to take vengeance of your 
enemies. bour to conſolidate and ſtrengthen the foundations of the Ot- 
toman Empire. Employ all your influence to prevent the acceptance of 
the propoſitions which will be made to you by your enemies, as well. 
as to turn aſide the terrible and deſtructive projects which they may un- 
happily have ſet on foot at this moment. Having had, during the paſt, fo 
many motives to abhor the Ruſſians, is it wiſe to abandon the Black Sea to 
them, and not rather to exact vengeance? Say but a ſingle word on this 
laſt head, and I will exert myſelf for your advantage. The French army 
is by no means deſirous of convincing the Ottoman forces of its diſcipline 
and courage; it would rather unite with them to puniſh” their common 
enemy. | oy | 190 
If Se Excellency, to whom J have addreſſed my wiſhes in this letter, 
will ſend for M. Beauchamp, who is on the Black Sea, and queſtion him on 
the ſubjeR, Lam perſuaded you will abandon the unfavourable opinion you 
now have of me. If it depended on my exertions, the day on which I 
ſhould be able to extinguiſh the flames of a war ſo abſurd and ſo unbecoming 
both parties, would be reckoned by me as the moſt happy 1 my life. 
; ONAPARTE., 


Le 


THE END. 
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Sir Francis D'Ivernois. Price 78. | | 
27. Reply of L. N. M. Carnot, Citizen of France, one of the Founders of the Re- 
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30. Speech of the Right Hon. Henry Addington, Speaker of the Houte of Commons, 
on the 12th February 1799, in the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom His Ma- 
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